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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG #873 “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!”  (Verses 1,2,5,6) 
1.Rejoice, ye pure in heart! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing; 
your festal banner wave on high, the cross of Christ your king. 
Refrain 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 
 
2.) With voice as full and strong as ocean's surging praise,  

send forth the sturdy hymns of old, the psalms of ancient days.  
Refrain 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 
 
5.) At last the march shall end; the wearied ones shall rest; 
the pilgrims find their home at last, Jerusalem the blest.  
Refrain 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 
 
6.)  Praise God who reigns on high, the Lord whom we adore: 
the Father, Son, and Spirit blest, one God forevermore.  
Refrain 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 
 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 
 
KYRIE (sung) pg. 203 

1.) Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.  
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.  

2.) Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 
 Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.  

3.) Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart. Renew us with your 
saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!  

 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (Sung) pg. 204 

1.) Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.  
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:  
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.  
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.  
 

2.) Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.  
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above;  
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand.  
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.  
 
 
 



3.) Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;  
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:  
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.  
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!  

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. 
C: Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the 
lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and 
perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may 
see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
WORD 
FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8 
1Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills 
hear your voice. 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring 
foundations of the earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his people, and he will 
contend with Israel. 
3“O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of 
slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5O my people, remember now 
what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what 
happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 
6“With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I 
come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7Will the Lord be pleased 
with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for 
my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8He has told you, 
O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to 
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
R: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 15 
R: LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
C: Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth from 
their heart;  
R: they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not cast 
discredit upon a neighbor. 
C: In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the Lord. 
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 
R: They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the 
innocent. Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of 
the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 



20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, 
the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of 
our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks 
desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose 
what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to 
shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are 
not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence of 
God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from 
God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
R: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 3“Blessed 
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4“Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they will be comforted. 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they will see God. 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 
God. 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY #728 “Blest Are They” 

1.) Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the kingdom of God. 
Blest are they, full of sorrow; they shall be consoled. 

REFRAIN: 
Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you! 
Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 



2.) Blest are they, the lowly ones; they shall inherit the earth. 
Blest are they who hunger and thirst; they shall have their fill. 

REFRAIN: 
Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you! 
Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 
 

3.) Blest are they who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God. 

REFRAIN: 
Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you! 
Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 
 

4.) Blest are they who seek peace; they are the children of God. 
Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of God is theirs. 

REFRAIN: 
Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you! 
Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 
 

5.) Blest are you who suffer hate all because of me. 
Rejoice, be glad, yours is the kingdom; shine for all to see.  

REFRAIN: 
Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you! 
Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 
 
CREED  
   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
   I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P: Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. Amen. 
 
PEACE  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you. 
 
MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
 



OFFERING 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
P: Let us pray. 
C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith 
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may 
be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn. 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Our Father, who are in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 



forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you 
and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
SENDING OF COMMUNION  
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 
to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and 
sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, 
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 
comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING  

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG #551 “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”  

1.) The Spirit sends us forth to serve; we go in Jesus' name 
to bring glad tidings to the poor, God's favor to proclaim. 
 

2.) We go to comfort those who mourn and set the burdened free; 
where hope is dim, to share a dream and help the blind to see. 
 

3.)  We go to be the hands of Christ, to scatter joy like seed 
and, all our days, to cherish life, to do the loving deed. 
 

4.) Then let us go to serve in peace, the gospel to proclaim. 
God's Spirit has empowered us; we go in Jesus' name. 

 
DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Share the good news. C: Thanks be to God. 
 



PRAYERS NEEDED*** Please keep these people in your prayers: 

Marcia Brandt, Larry Parker, Justine Heintzman & Joe Kueter (Jim Kueter’s brother). 
Waiting to be baptized, Marley Ruth Steensma, Keeley Elizabeth Goossens & 
                      Myles Jeffrey Bass 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
TODAY…..Jan. 29th kids/families are asked to meet at the church at 1:30pm and we 
will carpool from Brandon to McHardy Park. We will go sledding, play in the snow and 
have fun. Following the activities, we will enjoy hot chocolate and goodies. Kids are 
invited to come with us without parents, we will hope to have enough adults to do 
supervision. 
 
Feb. 11th @ 9am, the Youth group will meet at the church to make Valentine cards 
and practice singing. Then on Sunday morning they will go to the Nursing home to hand 
out the Valentine Cards to the residents. 
 
** Sunday, February 26 following worship service.  
       Bethlehem/Flowerfield Cemetery Annual Board Meeting. 
 
TRINITY MISSIONS 
   Trinity Missions - the group that goes to Greenville MS, the dates are set for March 
14-17, 2023. This is a very fun group, a wonderful mission trip, with lots of others who 
are from Lutheran churches in MN, IA, and NE.  This year I have heard from friends that 
this group has had several who cannot make this trip work. Is anyone from here 
interested in going? 
    Last year I had Paul Hulls from Jeffers,  
and his daughter and her family from Valley Springs  
join us in worship and talk about the trip. If you want  
to know more about the trip, let me know! If you  
are interested in going, let me know! If you  
would like to help contribute to the funds necessary to  
pay for the work in homes, let me know! I really want to go this year, and at this point, I 
am up in the air! This trip is one that is really and truly God's Work with Our Hands! 
 
HOLY TRINITY WHOLLY LOVE 
We look forward to having you join us at Shetek Lutheran Ministries this summer! 
We are an amazing place inviting people to build friendships, try new activities, worship, 
enjoy God’s creation around them, and so much more. Shetek Summer Ministry team 
are dedicated young adults who are committed to safety, fun, and following Jesus! 
SHETEK Lutheran Ministries 2023 Summer Camps brochures available in the 
narthex. 
 
Funeral Services were held at Bethlehem for Glenn Elwood Rye on Saturday, Jan. 
28th. Glenn of Sun City, Arizona, passed away on December 30, 2022. Burial 
Bethlehem Cemetery. Pastor Juanita Parker officiated. 

 


