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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT by Tony & Ashley Wertish 
Use this blessing when lighting the second candle. 
Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. You fasten righteousness 
around your waist and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. 
Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames and teach us to mirror 
your justice in the paths we prepare. We ask that peace abound, until none hurts or 
destroy over all the earth. Amen 
 
“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”  #240 vs. 1&2 
 

1.) Light one candle to watch for Messiah; let the light banish darkness. 
He shall bring salvation to Israel; God fulfills the promise. 

 
2.) Light two candles to watch for Messiah; let the light banish darkness. 

He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward. 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins and confess them 
to the one who is merciful and just. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from 
your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and 
your creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of 
love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming 
among us. Amen. 
 
People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, a living sign. By water and the Spirit, you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of 

the Lord. Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN #283 “O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL” 
1.) O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!  

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem, come and behold him, 
Born the king of angels, 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him. Christ the Lord! 
 

2.) The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, 
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes, Son of the Father now in flesh 
appearing! 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him. Christ the Lord! 
 

3.) Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! Glory to God in the highest. 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him. Christ the Lord! 
 

4.) Yes, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning. 
Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n! Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing. 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him. Christ the Lord! 

 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 
 
KYRIE (sung) pg. 203 

1.) Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.  
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.  

2.) Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 
 Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.  

3.) Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart. Renew us with your 
saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!  

 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (Sung) pg. 204 

1.) Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.  
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:  
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.  
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.  
 

2.) Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.  
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above;  
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand.  
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.  
 



3.) Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;  
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:  
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.  
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!  

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture 
our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING – ISAIAH 11:1-10 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3His 
delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide 
by what his ears hear; 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with 
equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and 
with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt 
around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the 
lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear 
shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its 
hand on the adder’s den. 9They will not hurt or destroy all my holy mountain; for the 
earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10On that 
day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of 
him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
R: Word of God, Word of Life      C: Thanks be to God  
 
PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19 (responsive reading) 
R: Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
C: that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice; 
 
R: that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness. 
C: Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the 
oppressor.  
 
R: May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another. 
C: Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the 
earth. 
 
R: In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace till the 
moon shall be no more. 
C: Blessed are you, Lord God, the God of Israel; you alone do wondrous deeds! 



R: And blessed be your glorious name forever and may all the earth be filled with your 
glory. Amen.  
 
SECOND READING ROMANS 15:4-13 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May 
the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised-on behalf of the 
truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in 
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 11and again, “Praise the 
Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; 12and again Isaiah says, 
“The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the 
Gentiles shall hope.” 13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
R: Word of God, Word of Life      C: Thanks be to God  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 
 
GOSPEL READING MATTHEW 3:1-12 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of 
whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit 
worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11“I baptize you with water 
for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy 
to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord C: Praise to you, O Christ 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY #249 “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 

1.) On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings! 
 

2.) Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; make straight the way for God within, 
and let us all our hearts prepare for Christ to come and enter there. 
 

3.) We hail you as our Savior, Lord, our refuge and our great reward; 
without your grace we waste away like flow’rs that wither and decay. 
 

4.) Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, and make us rise to fall no 
more; oh, let your face upon us shine and fill the world with love divine. 

 
5.) All praise to you, eternal Son, whose advent has our freedom won,          

whom with the Father we adore, and Holy spirit, evermore. 
 
 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son,* who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 P: God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer 
 
P: May the peace of the Lord be with you all. C: And also with you 
Share the peace with one another. 
 
 



OFFERING HYMN “Create in Me a Clean Heart O God” 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers 
of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.    
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who are in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen 
 
INVITATION to COMMUNION 
Christ spreads a table before you. Gather here with all the saints. 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER after COMMUNION 
Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the 
body and blood of Christ.  As we wait for the day when all your promises will be 
fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your 
promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the 

Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Christ is near. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
SENDING HYMN #292 “Love Has Come” 

1.) Love has come a light in the darkness!  
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. See, all heaven has come to 
proclaim it; hear how their song of joy arises; Love! Love! 
Born unto you, a Savior! Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 
 

2.) Love is born! Come share in the wonder. 
Love is God now asleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his mother, 
what is the name her heart is saying? Love! Love! 
Love is the name she whispers; Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 
 

3.) Love has come and never will leave us! 
Love is life everlasting and free. Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. Love! Love! 
Love is the gift of Christmas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  
Sam McGaffee, Justine Heintzman, Larry Parker & Marcia Brandt 
 Waiting to be baptized, Addison Marie Sandager & Marley Ruth Steensma 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
END OF THE YEAR  
As we approach the end of the year there are some dates that the council has set, and 
we need to make you aware of. Christmas Eve is on a Saturday this year, so we will 
have our Christmas Eve worship at 5pm on Sat. Dec.24th, 2022, and there will not be a 
Sunday morning service on Dec. 25th. We are also asking that any end of the year 
contributions come in at that time too.   
Bethlehem's Annual meeting has been set for Sunday Jan. 15th, 2023.  With that date 
set, we are asking that all the Annual Reports be due to the office by Friday Jan. 6th. 
Thank you for your help and consideration as we are preparing for the Annual Meeting! 
 



POINSETTIA’S 
Call the church office if you will be bringing in a poinsettia. Names will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin. Bring one in to share or to remember a loved one. 
Office #962-3270 
 
KITCHEN CLEAN-UP 
Kitchen Remodel is underway! Check out the kitchen if you need some items that you 
might have left! The kitchen is being packed up to make room for the remodeling which 
will begin on Saturday Jan 7th at 8am.  
If you can help, we need you! The demolition will begin on Sat, January 7th and we 
need your help! 
If you have any questions check with Kitchen Committee, Al Leenderts, Dianna 
Buffington, Randy Warner, Peggy Goettsch, Dawn Sandager, Becca Spykerboer,  
Dan Ellingson or Pr. Nita. 
 
HELP NEEDED! We have some open positions and we are hoping that you will be 
able to help us out! These are paid positions! 

1.) TV/TECH. We are looking for someone to help with the TV/Technology production for 
our Sunday morning worship service.  Contact Dawn Leenderts, Pr. Nita or Dan 
Ellingson! 

2.) MUSIC If you know anyone that is willing and able to help even once a month it would 
be greatly appreciated!  Please speak with Glenda McGaffee, Pr. Nita or Dan 
Ellingson! 

3.) YOUTH DIRECTOR We are searching for a person who is willing to help lead the youth 
of our congregation as they grow in their faith and in their love of Jesus!  There is a 
printed job description, but we are willing to be in discussion and look at new ideas of 
how to support the young people of this congregation.  Contact Pr. Nita or Dan Ellingson 

 

DECEMBER is Bethlehem Lutheran Church  
FOOD SHELF MONTH 

Bring your food items for a hungry family. Donated groceries will be delivered to 
Rock County Food Shelf. Drop your donation of groceries under the trees in 
sanctuary.  
Canned meats; canned vegetables; canned fruit; Paper goods; Others such as Honey, 
peanut butter, salad dressings, spaghetti sauce, pancake mix, sugar, and flour; ready to 
serve things as macaroni & cheese, spaghetti's, soups, juices, crackers & cake mixes 
and paper goods.      Thank You! 
Any questions contact Becca Spykerboer @507-920-5748  
R.C. Food Shelf Rep. for Bethlehem 

 
CIRCLE OF HOPE will meet on Wednesday, Dec. 21 @Glenda Warner’s home. 
  

 
 
 



CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICE TIMES 
 
  
  
  
  
   

Saturday, December 24, 2022 
2:00 pm. - Tuff Chapel Christmas Service 

5:00 pm. - Bethlehem Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
NO Service Sunday, Dec. 25th, Christmas Day 

 
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM 
Sunday, December 18, 2022 - 10:00 am. Worship (Lunch to follow). 
  
NO Confirmation - Sunday, Dec. 25, 2022 
January 8, 2023 - Classes resume 
  

 


