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FROM THE PASTOR 

Matthew 2:9-10
 
“They set out; and there, ahead of 

them, went the star that they had seen at its ris-
ing, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 

10 
When they saw that the star had stopped, they 

were overwhelmed with joy.” 
 
The Star of Bethlehem reminds us that the gospel is for everyone. The Father an-

nounced His Son’s birth to the most unlikely candidates, showing His love for all of humanity, 
His desire for all to know Him. 

This season we have been learning just how God turns things upside down!  Filling us 
with joy and wonder, peace, love, and hope.  As I have been thinking about, and studying to 
prepare for Christmas, this Advent season offers so many possibilities, so many wonders all 
wrapped up in this coming baby!  

The Bethlehem star is what guided the shepherds and the magi to meet this new baby, 
born in the most lowly of places.  We have been thinking about and hearing about a traditional 
folktale of Three Trees and their dreams for the future.  These trees have grandiose ideas of 
what their life will be, and what they want to do. We all have dreams of what we want our lives 
to be like too.  In the story, the dreams that they have are ultimately fulfilled, but certainly not 
in the way that the dreamers thought they should be.  And God fulfills those dreams in away 
that is better than they could have imagined. 

That is what God does for us! He takes our dreams and makes them better.  Yes, there 
are deep valleys that we have to go through, hardships that we have to endure, and in each 
instance we grow! We are engaged in new ways, we do start to worry less about things that 
we thought were so important, only to realize they were really unimportant! The first tree 
learned that jewels, gold, and shiny things were no match for the light that comes from heaven 
as we see the glory of God! 

The second tree realized that being strong is important, but when the going gets rough 
and we can’t handle the storm, God will step in and calm the storm for us! God’s strength is all 
we really need! 

The third tree only wanted to point to God, what a perfect dream! Little did that tree 
know that in holding up the body of Christ everyone would see the power of God, the wisdom 
of God, the love of God!  In that single act of Love, Jesus changed the world forever!  In that 
single act of Love our lives will never be the same!  In that single act of love heaven is possi-
ble, for all of us!  Now that is something to be thankful for!  That is something to treasure! That 
is something to praise! 

As we prepare for the Royal Highway, the one where the baby Jesus comes to meet us 
where we are, may each of you remember to be thankful and share the story, the biblical story 
with your family.  In so sharing we strengthen our faith family and include those who are still 
learning about Jesus. 
Matthew 1: 22-23 “

 
All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the 

prophet: 
23 

‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanu-
el’, which means, ‘God is with us.’  
Blessings to you on this Christmas Season!   
Pr. Nita Parker 



       Oct-22  
    
      As of 1-1-22   As of  10-31-22 
ASSETS 
SSB - Checking account   $62,008.45   $59,166.82 
Special Gifts              $112,079.49            $123,504.34 
E. Briggs scholarship             $100,000.00            $100,000.00 
Scholarship—CD#18102     $1,458.83     $1,458.83 
Money Market at ESB   $17,629.25   $17,632.87 
Cetera Investment Serv. LLC   $63,002.35   $60,461.88 
Thrivent     $14,741.14   $14, 741.14 
TOTAL ASSETS                             $376,965.88 
 
INCOME FOR OCTOBER 
Sunday Plate Offering    $2,932.00 
Automatic Deposits    $2,020.00 
Tuff Home/Village       $750.00 
Mail Giving                $5,250.00 
Breeze Giving        $203.61 
From Sp. Gifts, paid out of wrong account       $109.77 
TOTAL INCOME FOR MONTH         $11,265.38 
Total Income for the Year                                      $129,480.99 
 
EXPENSES FOR OCTOBER 
Pastor Nita Parker      $2,527.84 
Portico        $2,198.97 
Secretary salary - Verhey              $655.52 
Organist                 $346.31 
Treasurer salary-B. Beyer             $219.05 
Janitor salary - E. Abels              $727.64 
Grinnell Mutual (Property & Work Comp. Ins.)           $694.07 
City of Hills             $159.00 
SV Energy                        $568.00 
Alliance Communication           $269.00 
Breeze - software (technology)              $67.00 
Town & Country              $80.76 
Century Business Products (copy machine)           $83.87 
Bill’s Water Conditioning          $90.00 
Crossroads Communion cups                     $24.48 
Crossroads Baptismal candles         $21.24 
Popkes - tank rental                      $21.38 
SW MN Youth Confereence (Confirmation retreat)      $420.00 
IRS - September 2022       $1,724.16 
MN. Dept. of Revenue - June 2022           $374.00 
Rock Ranch Donation                     $500.00 
Pr. Rebecca Sullivan (visiting pastor)                   $350.00 
 
TOTAL EXPENSES FOR MONTH      $12,122.29 
Total Expenses for the Year                                         $132,322.62 
 
INCOME LESS EXPENSES/MO.              ($856.91) 
Income Less Expenses Year to Date                             -($2,841.63) 

 



November 2022 Council Minutes                                                
Mission Statement:  Bethlehem Lutheran Church is a body of broken people connected 
through faith in Jesus Christ sent to share God’s love. 
  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council was called to order in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit by President Dan Ellingson on November 2, 2022.  Also attending were Pastor Nita, 
Deb Warner, Nancy Sandager, Randy Warner, Brenda Beyer, Diana Buffington, Lee West-
phal, Brad Vaugn, and Becca Spykerboer. Pastor Nita led opening devotions based on John 
6:29; reminding us to be truly thankful even in tough times. 
                                      

Pastor’s Report: 

• A report of pastoral acts including visits, special services, and administration of communion 
was presented for Sept & Oct. She will be doing individual meetings with Tuff Home residents 
again due to their current covid outbreak 

• Information has gone out about Equipping Congregations synod meetings that are upcom-
ing. They are finalizing details for this Sunday/ All Saints Sunday. We have two confirmands 
affirming their faith. 

• Continuing to look for opportunities for open positions (youth director, pianist/organist, AV/
technology).    

  
Treasurer’s Report:   

Income:          Oct 2022:       $ 11,265.38               Year to date: $ 129,480.99 

Expenses:     Oct 2022:       $ 12,122.29               Year to date: $ 132,322.62 
Net Loss        Oct 2022        ($    856.91)               Year to date:($   2,841.63) (loss) 

  
Deacons Report: 

• Scheduled communion severs. 

• Brainstormed new committee members. 

• Took new Xmas trees out of boxes and fluffed the branches. 
 

Trustees Report: 

• Approved bills/reviewed treasurers report. Paid final bills from 150
th
 anniversary celebra-

tion. 

• Working on the basement/kitchen/bathroom remodel project. Will need to pack up and haul 
everything out of current kitchen before work begins. (Possibly after the Xmas program.) 

• Next meeting is Dec 14 – this will be the budget planning meeting. 
  

Education Report:  

• Reverse trick or treating went great – receiving over 500 pounds of food to donate to the 
Rock County Food Shelf! 

• Once current youth activities are completed, we will take a break over the holidays and re-
convene in the new year.  Hoping a new Youth Leader might be in place by then. 

• Continued planning for the Christmas program on December 18.  Due to the younger ages 
of most of our SS participants, we will do a traditional nativity story/play with help from adults 
to read the bible passages. Please volunteer to help and read!  

  
            (continued) 



Old Business:   
• Open positions: Organist/Pianist; AV/TV projectionist; Youth leader.  Discussions were held 
throughout the meeting on recruiting and hiring. 

• Fall Festival is Nov 9
th
.  Lefse making will be Nov 8

th
. 

• Kitchen Remodel:  moving forward with samples for cupboards and flooring. 

• AVI technology “back screen” is on hold as we move forward with the basement/kitchen re-
model. 

• Our Church Council Sunshine Fund is dwindling – council members are asked to bring con-
tributions to Jan Solberg or Peggy Goettsch. 

  

New Business: 

• Council members’ term limits were reviewed.  We need several new Deacons, 1 new Trus-
tee, 1-2 new Education members, and a church council Secretary.  Please consider serving in 
one of these positions!  Contact Pastor Nita, Dan Ellingson, Nancy Sandager, or any current 
council member if you have any questions. 

• Holiday services:  Thanksgiving service will be Wed. Nov 23. Christmas service will be on 
Christmas Eve at 5 pm, and there will NOT be worship on Christmas Day. 

  
Announcements/Correspondence: 

• The next full council meeting will be January 4th, at 7 pm.  

• The Annual Meeting will be January 15 immediately following the worship service. Annual 
reports are due to the church office by Jan 6. 

• The FALL FESTIVAL is NOVEMBER 9. 

• The doves will be taken down Nov 10 at 6 pm. 

• Correspondence/Thank you notes were received from Rock Ranch and Ashley/Tony 
Wertisch. 

  
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 
                                           Nancy Sandager, Secretary 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

DEACON REPORT 
The deacons met on November 2, at 6:00 in the chapel.  
Four members were present: Jan, Deb, Diana, Ashley. Also in attendance was Pastor Nita and 
Dan Ellingson.  Jan opened with devotions.  
●Pastor Nita gave her report. -Thanksgiving Eve service will be on Nov. 23rd at 7:00pm. -
Christmas Eve service will be Dec. 24th at 5:00. Tuff Chapel service will be at 2:00. -There will 
be no Christmas Day service. -Pastor will be gone Nov. 20. She has arranged for her replace-
ment.  
● We made a list of those to whom we will send thank-you notes.  
● We will need four new deacons in the new year.  We brainstormed names.  
● We unpacked the Christmas trees and fluffed them up to be ready for Christmas decorating 
after Thanksgiving Eve service.  
● Next deacon meeting will be December 14 at 7:00. Deb will give devotions.  
Deb Warner, secretary.  

 
 
 



HAPPPY BIRTHDAY 

1 - Haven Kerkhove-Brandt 
 
2–  Ron Solberg  
   Sam McGaffee 
 
3–   Rylee Brandt  
  
4– Joshua Kueter 
      Molly Hoogendoorn 
   
5– Brad Haak 
     Ashlee Kelderman  
 
7– Hadley Spath  
     Ruthie Opheim 
 
8 - Amara Johnson 
         
9–  Madison Brandt  
      Rex Rentschler 
          
10– Ty Bundesen 
       Wanda Hoyme 
 
11– Nicholas Sandager 
 
16 - Douglas Heintzman 
 
17 -  Alyson Olson 
 
18 - Pastor Nita Parker 
 
22– Maggie Hecht 
 
23– Alissa Hoyme 
 
25 - Happy Birthday Jesus 
 
26– Kim No Heart 
 
27 - Macy Ellingson 
 
28–  Dalton Bass       
       Anna Hoogendoorn 
 
29– Heather Schoneman 
 
** Addition to November  
birthday’s ……. 
Merritt Hoogendoorn 
Nov. 10th  
            
       
 

POINSETTIA’S 
 If you would like to bring in a   
poinsettia for the Christmas  
Season in  memory of a loved 
one, please contact the church  
office  @962-3270.  
Deadline Dec. 21. 
———————————————————————- 

BAPTISM @ Bethlehem 
Baptism was held for  
Everett Howard Wertish 
On Sunday, November 13, 2022. 
Parents: Tony & Ashley Wertish 
Sponsors: Todd & Alissa Steve 
      Josh & Amber Weber 

Welcome to God’s family 
——————————————–————————-- 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICE TIMES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, December 24, 2022 
2:00 pm. - Tuff Chapel Christmas Service 
5:00 pm. - Bethlehem Christmas Eve Service 
NO Service Christmas Day Dec. 25th 
——— ——— 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM 
Sunday, December 18, 2022 - 10:00 am. Worship 
Lunch to follow. 
 
NO Confirmation - Sunday, Dec. 25, 2022 
January 8, 2023 - Classes resume 

 

 



DECEMBER is Bethlehem  
Lutheran Church  

FOOD SHELF MONTH 
Bring your food item  for a hungry family. Do-
nated groceries will be delivered to Rock 
County Food Shelf. Drop of your donation of 
groceries under the trees in sanctuary. 
Canned meats; canned vegetables; canned fruit; 
Paper goods; Others such as Honey, peanut but-
ter, salad dressings, spaghetti sauce, pancake 
mix, sugar and flour; ready to serve things as 
macaroni & cheese, spaghetti's, soups, juices, 
crackers & cake mixes and paper goods.      
Thank You! 

Any questions contact  
Becca Spykerboer @507-920-5748  

R.C. Food Shelf Rep. for Bethlehem 
 

—————————————————————— 
END OF THE YEAR ANNOUNCEMENT 
As we approach the end of the year there are 
some dates that the council has set, and we need 
to make you aware of. Christmas Eve is on a Sat-
urday this year, so we will have our Christmas 
Eve worship at 5pm on Sat. Dec.24th, 2022, and 
there will not be a Sunday morning service on 
Dec. 25th.  We are also asking that any end of 
the year contributions come in at that time too.   
 
Bethlehem's Annual meeting has been set for 
Sunday Jan. 15th, 2023.  With that date set, we 
are asking that all the Annual Reports be due to 
the office by Friday Jan. 6th. Thank you for your 
help and consideration as we are preparing for 
the Annual Meeting! 
—————————————————————— 
KITCHEN CLEAN-UP 
Kitchen Remodel is underway! Check out the 
kitchen if you are in need of some items that you 
might have left! The kitchen is being packed up to 
make room for the remodeling which will begin on 
Saturday Jan 7th at 8am.  
If you are able to help out we need you! The dem-
olition will begin on Sat, January 7th and we need 
your help! 
 
If you have any questions check with  Kitchen 
committee: Al Leenderts, Dianna Buffington,  
Randy Warner, Peggy Goettsch,  
Dawn Sandager, Becca Spykerboer,  
Dan Ellingson or Pr. Nita. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU – THANK YOU 
Thank you to Dawn Sandager, Pam Sells, 
& Glenda Warner for all the hard work 
and planning.  
Thank you to members of Bethlehem who 
volunteered in any way to help make the 
Fall Festival a success.  
Thank you to the lefse makers and to all 
who made craft items or brought in baked 
items for the bake sale.  
Thank you to all who came and for your 
generous donations. 

———————————————- 
HELP NEEDED! We have some open 
positions and we are hoping that you 
will be able to help us out! These are 
paid positions! 
 
** TV/TECH. We are looking for someone 
to help with the TV/Technology produc-
tion for our Sunday morning worship ser-
vice.  Contact Dawn Leenderts, Pr. Nita 
or Dan Ellingson! 
** MUSIC If you know anyone that is will-
ing and able to help even once a month it 
would be greatly appreciated!  Please 
speak with Glenda McGaffee, Pr. Nita or 
Dan Ellingson! 
** YOUTH DIRECTOR We are searching 
for a person who is willing to help lead the 
youth of our congregation as they grow in 
their faith and in their love of Je-
sus!  There is a printed job description, 
but we are willing to be in discussion and 
look at new ideas of how to support the 
young people of this congregation.   
________________________________ 

 
CIRCLE OF HOPE  
Wednesday,  
December 21, 2022. 
Meeting at Glenda 
Warner’s home. 
 



Bethlehem Lutheran Church  
112 N. MainHills, MN 56138-0576 
 
Pastor Nita Parker 
Pr. Nita #507-360-7582 
nitaalmjeld.parker@gmail.com 
Church office #962-3270 
 
E-Mail: 
bethlehemluth@alliancecom.net 
Web Page: www.blchills.org 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Merry Christmas from Bethlehem church 

                Staff & Council/Board members 


