
Sunday, October 2, 2022 Bethlehem Lutheran Church                  

 
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH (507-962-3270)  
Pastor Nita Parker (507-360-7582) nitaalmjeld.parker@gmail.com 
 
Worship Leaders:  
Music – Glenda McGaffee          Lay Reader - Brenda Beyer 
Deacon – Deb Warner 
 
Ushers in October 
Dan & Ellen Fick, Robin Kroon, Derek & Rebecca Spykerboer 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us 

beyond our days. Amen. 
 
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God of mercy and forgiveness, we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have 
harmed your good creation. We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk 
humbly with you. Turn us in a new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our 
refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved of God: 

your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points the way to new life in 

Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN #526 “God Is Here!” 

1.) God is here! As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer, 
may we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share. 
Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts wait the 
coming of the Spirit into open minds and hearts. 
 

2.) Here are symbols to remind us of our lifelong need of grace; 
here are table, font, and pulpit; here the cross has central place. 
Here in honesty of preaching, here in silence, as in speech, here, in 
newness and renewal, God, the Spirit comes to each. 
 

3.) Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd’s flock and fold; 
Here as bread and wine are taken, Christ sustains us as of old. 
Here the servants of the Servants seek in worship to explore what it means 
in daily living to believe and to adore. 
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4.) Lord of all, of church and kingdom, in an age of change and doubt, 
Keep us faithful to the gospel, help us work your purpose out. 
Here, in this day’s dedication, all we have to give, receive; we, who cannot 
live without you, we adore you! We believe! 
 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. C: and also with you. 
 
KYRIE (sung) pg. 203 

1.) Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.  
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.  

2.) Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 
 Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.  

3.) Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart. Renew us with your 
saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!  

 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (Sung) pg. 204 

1.) Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.  
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:  
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.  
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.  
 

2.) Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.  
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above;  
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand.  
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.  
 

3.) Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;  
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:  
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.  
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!  

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, 
strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love 
our neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 
READING from HABAKKUK 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
1The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 2O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, 
and you will not listen? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? 3Why do you 
make me see wrongdoing and look at trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; 
strife and contention arise. 4So the law becomes slack and justice never prevails. The 
wicked surround the righteous— therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 



2:1I will stand at my watch post, and station myself on the rampart; 
 I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, and what he will answer concerning  
my complaint. 2Then the LORD answered me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on 
tablets, so that a runner may read it. 3For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 
it speaks of the end and does not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, it 
will not delay. 4Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live 
by their faith. 
R: Word of God, Word of Life               C: Thanks be to God 
 
RESPONSIVE READING PSALM 37:1-9 
R: Do not be provoked by evildoers; do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
C: For they shall soon wither like the grass, and like the green grass fade away. 
R: Put your trust in the LORD and do good; dwell in the land and find safe pasture. 
C: Take delight in the LORD, who shall give you your | heart’s desire.  
R: Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD and see what God will do. 
C: The LORD will make your vindication as clear as the light and the justice of your 
case like the noonday sun. 
R: Be still before the LORD and wait patiently. Do not be provoked by the one who 
prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 
C: Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; do not be provoked; it leads only to evil. 
R: For evildoers shall be cut off, but those who hope in the LORD shall possess the 
land.  
 
READING from 2 TIMOTHY 1:1-14 
1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life 
that is in Christ Jesus, 2To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from 
God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 3I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors 
did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4Recalling your 
tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5I am reminded of your sincere 
faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I 
am sure, lives in you. 6For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is 
within you through the laying on of my hands; 7for God did not give us a spirit of 
cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 
 8Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but 
join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, 9who saved us and 
called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own 
purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages 
began, 10but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, 
who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11For 
this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12and for this reason 
I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, 
and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. 13Hold 
to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love 
that are in Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the 
Holy Spirit living in us.      R: Word of God, Word of Life     C: Thanks be to God 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.  
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing for 
the good news that you bring.  
 GOSPEL READING LUKE 17:5-10 
5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If you had faith 
the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and 
planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 
 7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or 
tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? 8Would 
you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and serve me 
while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9Do you thank the slave for doing 
what was commanded? 10So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to 
do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!’ ” 
P: Gospel of the Lord    C: Thanks be to God 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE             SERMON – Pastor Nita Parker 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY #759 “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 

1.) My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine! 
Now hear me while I pray, take all my guilt away, oh, let me from this day be 
wholly thine! 
 

2.) May thy rich grace impart strength to my fainting heart, my zeal inspire; 
as thou hast died for me, oh, may my love to thee pure, warm, and 
changeless be, a living fire! 
 

3.) While life’s dark maze I tread and griefs around me spread,  
be thou my guide; bid darkness turn to day, wipe sorrow’s tears away, 
nor let me ever stray from thee aside. 
 

4.) When ends life’s transient dream, when death’s cold, sullen stream shall 
o’er me roll; blest Savior, then, in love fear and distrust remove; 
oh, bear me safe above, a ransomed soul! 
 

BLESSING OF SCHOOL BAGS 
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
P: God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 
 
PASSING of the PEACE 
 
OFFERING RECEIVED 
OFFERING HYMN: “Create In Me A Clean Heart O God” 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P: Gracious God, 
C: in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a 
banquet of blessing and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus 
Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.    
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
PRAYERS FOLLOWING COMMUNION 
God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our 
neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and 

peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 

Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN #535 “Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises” 
Hallelujah! We sing your praises, all our hearts are filled with gladness. 
Hallelujah! We sing your praises, all our hearts are filled with gladness. 
 

1.) Christ the Lord to us said; I am wine, I am bread,  
I am wine, I am bread, give to all who thirst and hunger. 

Hallelujah! We sing your praises, all our hearts are filled with gladness. 
Hallelujah! We sing your praises, all our hearts are filled with gladness. 
 

 



2.) Now he sends us all out, strong in faith, free of doubt, 
Strong in faith, free of doubt. Tell to all the joyful gospel. 

Hallelujah! We sing your praises, all our hearts are filled with gladness. 
Hallelujah! We sing your praises, all our hearts are filled with gladness. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
BLC WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Tuesday, October 4    
2:00 pm. – Bible Study @Tuff Home 
 
Wednesday, October 5 
9:00 am. – Quilting 
7:00 pm. – Trustee meeting 
 
Thursday, October 6 
Grades 2-6 – Free movie in Luverne 
 
Sunday, October 9 
9:00 am. – Worship @Tuff Chapel   
9:15 am. – Sunday school 
10:00 am. – Rock Ranch Service 
5:30 pm. – Confirmation class meet 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Sam McGaffee and those waiting to be baptized, Addison Marie Sandager &  
Everett Howard Wertish 
  
CIRCLE OF HOPE will meet each month on a Wednesday night, Marilyn Nelson’s 
home @7:00 pm. Next gathering, Wednesday, October 19th. 
 
Brandon Lutheran WELCA Heritage Festival Dinner and Bake Sale  
    Sunday, October 23, 2022; Menu: Homemade Swedish Meatball Dinner served 
    11:00 am. – 12:30 pm.; Bake Sale featuring homemade lefse 9:30 am. – 12:30 pm. 
    Cherry, Apple & Pumpkin desserts 
    Free will offering – proceeds will fund local projects and concerns! 
 
Sunday, October 9th – Rock Ranch Sunday @10:00 am. 

 


