
Sunday, May 29, 2022 Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
 
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH (507-962-3270)  
Pastor Nita Parker (507-360-7582) nitaalmjeld.parker@gmail.com 
 
Worship Leaders:  
Music – Glenda McGaffee 
Lay Reader – Deb Warner 
Deacon – Carter Abels 
Ushers: Jenna & Brandon Boeve, Doug & Lois Boeve 
              Brianna & Mitchell Leuthold 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 
and we are a new creation. For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, 
who was, who is, and who is to come. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 
 We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: through the 
earth, through the city, through every living thing. You rescued Noah and his family from 
the flood; You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. Now in these waters you flood us 
with mercy, and our sin is drowned forever. You open the gate of righteousness 
and we pass safely through. In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. 
 
You nourish us and enclose us in safety. You call us forth and send us out. In lush and 
barren places, you are with us. You have become our salvation. Now breathe upon this 
water and awaken your church once more. Claim us again as your beloved and holy 
people. Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. To you, our 
Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, praise, and 
thanksgiving, now and forever.  Amen 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN #888 “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” 

1.) O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, 
for purple mountains majesties above the fruited plain; 
America! America! God shed his grace o thee, 
and crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea. 
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2.) O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife, 
who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than life; 
America! America! May God thy gold re-fine, 
till all success be nobleness, and ev’ry gain divine. 
 

3.) O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years 

thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears; 
America! America! God mend thine ev’ry flaw, 
confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law. 

 
GREETING  
P: The grace of our risen Savior, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. C: And also with you.  
 
KYRIE (sung) pg. 203 

1.) Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.  
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.  
 

2.) Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 
 Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.  
 

3.) Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart. Renew us with your 
saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!  

 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (Sung) pg. 204 

1.) Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.  
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:  
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.  
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.  
 

2.) Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.  
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above;  
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand.  
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.  
 

3.) Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;  
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:  
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.  
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us love what you 
command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our 
hearts may be fixed where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    Amen 



THE LESSONS 

FIRST READING: Acts 16:16-34 
16One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit 
of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 17While 
she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High 
God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” 18She kept doing this for many days. But 
Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of 
Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. 
 19But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized 
Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. 20When 
they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our 
city; they are Jews 21and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans 
to adopt or observe.” 22The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had 
them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23After they had 
given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep 
them securely. 24Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and 
fastened their feet in the stocks. 
 25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them. 26Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that 
the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened 
and everyone’s chains were unfastened. 27When the jailer woke up and saw the prison 
doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed 
that the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm 
yourself, for we are all here.” 29The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down 
trembling before Paul and Silas. 30Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?” 31They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved, you and your household.” 32They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all 
who were in his house. 33At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their 
wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized without delay. 34He brought them 
up into the house and set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced 
that he had become a believer in God. 
R: Word of God, Word of Life           C: Thanks be to God 

PSALM: Psalm 97 
 1The Lord reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of the isles be glad. 
 2Clouds and darkness surround the Lord, righteousness and justice are the 
foundations of God’s throne. 
 
 3Fire goes before the Lord, burning up enemies on every side. 
 4Lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles. 
 
 5The mountains melt like wax before the Lord of all the earth. 
 6The heavens declare your righteousness, O Lord, and all the peoples see your     
glory.  



 
 7Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! 
  Bow down before the Lord, all you gods. 
      8Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, because of your  
       judgments, O Lord. 
 
 9For you are the Lord, most high over all the earth; you are exalted far above all gods. 
 10You who love the Lord, hate evil! God guards the lives of the saints and         
rescues them from the hand of the wicked. 
 
 11Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the honest of heart. 
 12Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, and give thanks to God’s holy name.  

SECOND READING: Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 
12“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s 
work. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the 
end.” 14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the 
tree of life and may enter the city by the gates. 16“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to 
you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the 
bright morning star.” 17The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let everyone who 
hears say, “Come.” And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take 
the water of life as a gift. 20The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am 
coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the 
saints. Amen       R: Word of God, Word of Life           C: Thanks be to God 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    
Alleluia. I will not leave you orphaned, says the Lord.  
I am coming to you. Alleluia. (John 14:18) 
 
GOSPEL READING: John 17:20-26 
 [Jesus prayed:] 20“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will 
believe in me through their word, 21that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me 
and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have 
sent me. 22The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be 
one, as we are one, 23I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, 
so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you 
have loved me. 24Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be 
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me 
before the foundation of the world. 
 25“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know 
that you have sent me. 26I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so 
that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 
P: Gospel of our Lord         C: Thanks be to God  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
SERMON  



 
HYMN OF THE DAY #641  “All Are Welcome” 

1.) Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions; 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 

 
2.) Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, 

where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 

3.) Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine, and wheat; 
a banquet hall on holy ground where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space; 
As we share in Christ the feat that frees us; 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 

4.) Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strength, serve and teach, and live the Word they’ve know. 
Here the outcast an the stranger bear the image of God’s face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger; 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 

5.) Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claims as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter; 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 
 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, god from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  



On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of live, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge on 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come.   AMEN 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P: God, in your mercy     C: hear our prayer 
 
PEACE   P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  C: And also with you, 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Living God, 
C: you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, and 
you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us 
your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.  
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (sung) pg. 207 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in 
the highest. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION    
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 



PRAYERS after COMMUNION 
We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new 
heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. 
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may 
know life in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BENEDICTION 
 
BLESSING  
God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of 

adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN #855  “Crown Him with Many Crowns” 

1.) Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne; 
Hark, how the heav’nly anthem drowns all music but it own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, 
and hail him as thy matchless king through all eternity. 
 

2.) Crown him the virgin’s Son, the God incarnate born, 
whose arm those crimson trophies won which now his brow adorn; 
fruit of the mystic rose, yet of that rose the stem, 
the root whence mercy ever flows, the babe of Bethlehem. 
 

3.) Crown him the Lord of love, behold his hands and side, 
rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified. 
No angels in the sky, can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bend thei burning eyes at mysteries so bright. 
 

4.) Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave 
and rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save. 
His glories now we sing, who died and rose on high, 
who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die. 
 
 

QUIZ BOWL  
Question: Sunday, May 15, 2022 
Name of the houses in Hills that was used a parsonages? 
(Answer: John Steinberg – Brick church built; Fikse house – Trinity; 
Rich Leenderts house – BLC; Dr. Dickman house (Gaugler’s home) – 
Presbyterian Parsonage; Ruud house, Pr. Nita BLC parsonage). 
 
Question: Sunday, May 22, 2022 
Where was the mortuary in Hills? 
 
Question: Sunday, May 29 
What is the first name of the Luther League? 

 



5.) Crown him the Lord of years, the potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably subline. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me; 
thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity. 

 
DISMISSAL  
Alleluia! Christ is risen. C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. C: Thanks be to God 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS:   
Randy Beyer, Sam McGaffee & Larry Parker  
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
JUNE 12, 2022 FRIENDSHIP COMMUNITY CHURCH SERVICE!  Join us at the City 
Park in Hills, for a worship service that will begin at 9:30, but come early, coffee, juice, 
cookies, music will begin much earlier!  Join us and hear the community Children’s 
Choir!  Join us to hear special speakers, join your friends for a joyful worship! 
 
YOUTH GROUP TRIP will happen on June 20th – June 27th Going to MS for a mission 
trip, to paint a house, and join with our friends at Revel’s United Methodist Church in 
Greenville, MS.  Please pray for a safe and fun trip! 
 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EVERYONE INVITED to “Diapers & Donuts”! 
Open House Baby Celebration honoring Emily + Nick Sandager 
Saturday, June 11; 4:00-6:00 pm. 
Mike + Nancy Sandager Farm 
(288 20th Ave., Hills, MN. 56138) 

Where? Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
When? July 10-14, 2022 
What Time’s? 5:30 am. - 8:30 pm. 
** For more information, contact Brianna 
Leuthold ……………. 
brianna.leuthold@gmail.com or visit Bethlehem 
website. 
** VBS Registration forms are available in the 
narthex.  
 

Need Volunteers & also check out sign-up sheet 
on elevator door in the narthex for food items 

needed. A meal will be served each night! 


