
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(507-962-3270) 

Sunday, December 5, 2021 
Pastor Nita Parker (507-360-7582) 

nitaalmjeld.parker@gmail.com 
Welcome Bruce & Portia Martinson 
 
Music: Glenda McGaffee 
Lay Reader: Dan Ellingson 
Deacon: Lori Rentschler 
Acolyte: Abbie Harris 
Head Ushers: Alan & Bonnie Leenderts 
 
ADVENT THEME: JOY 
 
Psalm 5:11 
But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them ever sing for joy.  
Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, the Joy of the season as we take refuge in our Lord. Today as we sing 
for joy fill us with your love. In Jesus name we pray, Amen. 
 
Sing 2 vs. of “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” #257 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel that mourns in lonely 

exile here until the Son of God appear. 
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh: 
 in strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way.   
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
GATHERING SONG “Joy to the World” #267 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king; let ev’ry 
heart prepare him room and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and nature 
sing, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ, while fields 
and flood, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the 
sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
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3 No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to 
make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 
far as, far as the curse is found. 

 
GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
KYRIE  
Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. 
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair. 
Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin. 
Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart. 
Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts! 

 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE  
Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 
Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 
 
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 
Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4 
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom 
you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the day 
of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?  For he is like a refiner’s fire and 
like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 



descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to 
the Lord in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 
R: Word of God, Word of life.   C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Luke 1:68-79 
R: Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, you have come to your people and | set 
them free. 
C: You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, born of the house of your servant 
David.  
 
R: Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies, from 
the hands of  all who hate us, 
C: to show mercy to our forebears, and to remember your holy covenant. 
 
R: This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: to set us free from the hands of 
our enemies, 
C: free to worship you without fear, holy and righteous before you, all the days of 
our life.  
 
R: And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the 
Lord to pre pare the way 
C:  to give God’s people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins. 
 
R: In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon us,                                                                                       
C: to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to 
guide our feet into the way of peace.  
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-11   

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of 
my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until 
now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it 
to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of 
you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, 
both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is 
my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is 
my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full 
insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be 
pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

R: Word of God, Word of life. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 



GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor 
of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of 
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of 
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the 
prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill 
shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made 
smooth; 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
P: The gospel of the Lord.           C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
SERMON  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Prepare the Royal Highway” #264 

1. Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near! 
Let ev’ry hill and valley a level road appear! 
Then greet the King of glory, foretold in sacred story. 

(Refrain) Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word! 
 

2. God’s people, see him coming; your own eternal king! 
Palm branches strew before him! Spread garments! Shout and sing! 
God’s promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you! 

(Refrain) Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word! 
 

3. Then fling the gates wide open to greet your promised king! 
Your king, yet ev’ry nation its tribute too may bring. 
All lands will bow before him; their voices join your singing. 

(Refrain) Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word! 
 

4. His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heav’n above. 
His rule is peace and freedom and justice, truth, and love. 
So let your praise be sounding for kindness so abounding; 

(Refrain) Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word! 
 
 
NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 



For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P: Hear us, O God.  C: Your mercy is great. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and 
with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in 
need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
SENDING 
 
BLESSING  

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG “Hark the Glad Sound” #239 

1. Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, the Savior promised long; 
let ev’ry heart prepare a throne and ev’ry voice a song. 
 

2. He comes the pris’ners to release, in Satan’s bondage held. 
The gates of brass before him burst, the iron fetters yield. 



3. He comes the broken heart to bind, the bleeding soul to cure, 
and with the treasures of his grace to enrich the humble poor. 
 

4. Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, your welcome shall proclaim, 
and heav’n’s eternal arches ring with your beloved name. 

 
DISMISSAL  
P: Go in peace. Remember the poor. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PRAYERS NEEDED*** Please keep these people in your prayers: 
Carol Hadler, Norma Wassenaar, Jack Paulsen, Shirley Johnson, Sam McGaffee, 
Nancy Swanson, Larry Parker, Maggie Hecht, Raylan Leuthold, Pastor Nita Parker. 
 
*** Please keep these new babies in your prayers as they await their baptism: 
Cade Brian Sandager parents Lucas & Ann Marie Sandager (December 12, 2021) 
   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
YOUTH NEWS 
Bethlehem Youth Group will be going to Greenville, MS. Attending a Youth Gathering. 
Leaving early on June 20th and returning on June 27th. Please contact Madison Spath if 
you are interested in going on the trip! 
 
THANK YOU to Randy & Brenda Beyer for cleaning out the gutters at the parsonage! 
 
GAME PLAN 4 HOPE invites you to an OPEN HOUSE for the Team E Fieldhouse 
of Hope from 5 pm. – 9 pm. 
 
Blue Mound Towers 50th Anniversary/Holiday Open House,  
December 16, 1:00-5:00 pm. @ 216 North McKenzie St. Luverne, MN. 
 
POINSETTIA’S 
If you will be sharing a Poinsettia for Christmas Season in memory of loved one, please 
contact the church office @962-3270. Names will be listed in Christmas Eve bulletin. 
 
CIRCLE OF HOPE – Tuesday, December 14 @7:00 pm. (Marilyn Nelson’s Home) 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PRACTICE’S  
(Sunday’s December 5, 12, 19 – 9:00 am. & 
Saturday, December 18 – 9:30 am.) 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM – 
DEC. 19 – 10:00 AM. Service 
 
TUFF CHAPEL CHRISTMAS SERVICE –   
FRIDAY, DEC. 24 – 2:00 PM. 
BETHLEHEM CHRISTMAS SERVICE – FRIDAY, DEC. 24 – 5:00 PM. 

 


