
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(507-962-3270) 

Sunday, September 26, 2021 
Pastor Nita Parker (507-360-7582) 

nitaalmjeld.parker@gmail.com 
 
Music: Glenda McGaffee 
Lay Reader: Al Top 
Deacon: Eric Abels 
Acolyte: Mya Erickson 
Ushers: Abbie Harris & Jan Solberg 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, 

whose presence is sure, and whose love is endless.  
Amen. 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with 
our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our 
neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 
 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 

Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN #675 “O Christ, Our Light, O Radiance True” 

1. O Christ, our light, O Radiance true, shine forth on those estranged you, 
and bring them to your home again, where their delight shall never end. 
 

2. Fill with the radiance of your grace the wand’rers lost in error’s maze. 
Set free all those whose hearts and minds some deep delusion haunts and 
binds. 
 

3. Lord, open all reluctant ears and take away the needless fears of those who 
tremble to express the faith their inmost hearts confess. 

 
4. Lord, let your mercy’s gentle ray shine down on others strayed away. To 

those in conscience wounded sore show heaven’s waiting, open door. 
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5. Make theirs with ours a single voice uplifted, ever to rejoice with wound-
ring gratitude and praise to you, O Lord, for boundless grace. 

 
GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you 
 
KYRIE p. 203 

1.) Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. 
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair. 
 

2.) Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin. 
 

3.) Have mercy on us, Lord; make sin and shame depart. 
Renew us with your saving pow’r, create in us new hearts! 

 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE p. 204 

1.) Glory be to God in heaven; peace, good will to all the earth. 
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth; 
We exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 
 
 

2.) Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 
On the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 
3.) Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all; 
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you. Give 
us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 

THE SCRIPTURES 

FIRST READING: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 
The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and 
said, “If only we had meat to eat!  We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for 
nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; but now our 
strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.” 



  Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of 
their tents. Then the Lord became very angry, and Moses was displeased. So Moses 
said to the LORD, “Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have I not found 
favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on me? Did I conceive all 
this people? Did I give birth to them that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your 
bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child, to the land that you promised on oath to their 
ancestors’? Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping to 
me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ I am not able to carry all this people alone, for they 
are too heavy for me. If this is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death at 
once—if I have found favor in your sight—and do not let me see my misery.” 
  So the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you 
know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of 
meeting, and have them take their place there with you.” 
  So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he gathered 
seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. Then the Lord came 
down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put 
it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But 
they did not do so again. 
  Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, 
and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone 
out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. And a young man ran and told 
Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” And Joshua son of Nun, the 
assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” But 
Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord’s people were 
prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit on them!” 

Response: R: Word of God, Word of Life      C: Thanks be to God  
 

PSALM: Psalm 19:7-14 
R: The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of the LORD is 
sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
C: The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; the commandment of 
the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 
R: The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever; the judgments of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether. 
C: More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, sweeter far 
than honey, than honey in the comb.  
 
R: By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is great reward. 
C: Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 
R: Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over 
me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
C: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in 
your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.  

 



SECOND READING: James 5:13-20 
Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing 
songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church 
and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The 
prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has 
committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray 
for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and 
effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not 
rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed 
again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 
  My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought 
back by another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering 
will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 

Response: R: Word of God, Word of Life      C: Thanks be to God 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION pg. 205 
Alleluia! Lord and Savior; open now your saving word. 
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 9:38-50 
John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and 
we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop 
him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to 
speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives 
you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose 
the reward. 
  “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, 
it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were 
thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to 
enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable 
fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame 
than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, 
tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two 
eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never 
quenched. 
  “For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, 
how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord 
C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 
SERMON– Pastor Nita Parker 
 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY #712 “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” 
1. Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need 

who upon the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed; 
we, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart; 
consecrating to your purpose ev’ry gift which you impart. 
 

2. Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread; 
still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead. 
As you, Lord, in deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul, 
by your Spirit send your power to our world to make it whole. 
 

3. As we worship, grant us vision, till your love’s revealing light 
in its height and depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight, 
making know the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear, 
stirring us to ardent service, your abundant life to share. 
 

4. Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go, 
to the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show; 
hope and health, good will and comfort, counsel, aid, and peace we give, 
that your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know and live. 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  
    Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
    crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to dead. On the third day he 
    rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the  
    Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
    saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the  
    life everlasting. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P: Lord, in your mercy    C: Here our prayer 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to 
rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with 
the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING pg. 206 
P: The Lord be with you.        C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts              C: We lift them to the Lord 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our prayer. . .  And so, with all the hosts of 
heaven we praise your name and join your unending hymn. 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heav’n and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
 
COMMUNION HYMN #800 “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart” 

1. Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; wean if from earth, 
through all its pulses move; stoop to my weakness, strength to me impart, 
And make me love you as I ought to love. 
 

2. I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, no sudden rending of the veil of clay, 
no angel visitant, no opening skies; but take the dimness of my soul away. 

 
3. Have you not bid me love you, God and King; all, all your own, soul, heart, 

and strength and mind? I see your cross; there teach my heart to cling.         
Oh, let me seek you and, oh, let me find! 
 

4. Teach me to love you as your angels love, one holy passion filling all my 
frame; the baptism of the heav’n descended dove, my heart an altar, and your 
love the flame. 
 

 
 
 



PRAYERS after COMMUNION 

Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith 
into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing 
witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
 
BLESSING 
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN #671 “Shine, Jesus, Shine” 
Shine, Jesus shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory; blaze, Spirit blaze, set our 
hearts on fire. 
Flow, river flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy; send forth your Word, 
Lord, and let there be light! 

1. Lord, the light of your love is shining, in the midst of the darkness, shining; 
Jesus light of the world, shine upon us, set us free by the truth you now 
bring us. Shine on me, shine on me. 

 
Shine, Jesus shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory; blaze, Spirit blaze, set our 
hearts on fire. 
Flow, river flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy; send forth your Word, 
Lord, and let there be light! 

2. As we gaze on your kingly brightness, so our faces display your likeness, 
Ever changing from glory to glory, mirrored here, may our lives tell your 
story. Shine on me, shine on me. 

Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory; blaze, Spirit blaze, set 
our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy; send forth your Word, 
Lord and let there be light! 
 

DISMISSAL ….P: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.   C: Thanks be to God 
                                  +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

*** Please keep these people in your prayers: 
Jerry Thorin, Carol Hadler, Norma Wassenaar, Jack Paulson, LN Metzler, Shirley 
Johnson, Sam McGaffee, Kelly Demuth, Nancy Swanson, Larry Parker 
 
*** Please keep these new babies in your prayers as they await their baptism: 
Henley Kate Hanson parents are Dustin and Katie Hanson 
Beckham Bryce Ellingson parents are Caleb and Macy Ellingson – Sunday, Oct. 17th 
Kane Marshall Paulsen parents are Tyler and Britny Paulsen 
Cade Brian Sandager parents Lucas & Ann Marie Sandager 
 

THANK YOU 
Thank you to all the volunteers who helped with Bethlehem Church Clean-Up day! 



TUFF MEMORIAL HOME is collecting Halloween candy for residents to hand out to the 
Trick or Treaters. You may drop off your candy donation @Tuff Home front entry way. 

Trick or Treat Outside walk on Sunday, Oct. 31  
Tuff Memorial Home……Starting at 4-5:00 pm. 
  

INSTALLATION OF BISHOP 

You are invited to attend the SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION with the Installation of  
Rev. Dr. Dee Pederson as Bishop of the Southwestern Minnesota Synod, ELCA. 
Saturday, October 9, 2021 @2:00 pm. 
Reception to follow at Granite Falls Lutheran  
Church, Granite Falls, MN. 
RSVP: www.swmnelca.org/installation 
  

 
BENEFIT FOR PRESTON WILHELMI – Saturday, October 16th 

Free will donation meal, silent auction & bake sale staring at 4:00 to 7:00 pm.  
@Steen Reformed Church, Steen, MN. 
Preston was diagnosed with a low grade soft tissue sarcoma, he will undergo radiation 
at Mayo Clinic and then surgery to remove tumor in his leg. In addition to the benefit, an 
account has been set up at Security Savings Bank in Hills in Preston’s name.  If you 
would like to donate to the bake sale or silent auction, please contact Staci Bundesen 
@507-227-5175 or Marie LaRock @605-929-9291 by Oct. 9th.  
 

MEMBERSHIP 
We are asking better record keeping of our membership. In order to be an active 
member of the ELCA, we are to keep record that members have received communion 1 
time per year and make $1 of record for contributions. Needless to say this is a very 
bare minimum, and it takes considerable more money to keep the doors open, and your 
soul needs to be in touch with the Lord significantly more than one time per year. That 
being said, please help us to keep records in good order and sign your name on a sheet 
one time per year. 
 
BETHLEHEM 150TH ANNIVERSARY 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church officially began with worship being held in the home of one 
of the original charter members of the church on July 10, 1872, making next July the 
150th Anniversary of the church. If you would be interested in being on a committee to 
help commemorate this momentous event please speak to one of the council members 
or Pastor Nita.  
We are looking for at least 6 people to help plan a very special event to happen 
sometime next year. The date, time, type of event, and everything else that goes along 
with that needs to be decided. Please think about how you can help! 
 
BOARD POSITIONS We still need a Vice President, one Trustee & one Ed. Board. 
Please talk to a council member if you are interested. 
 
*** Wednesday Night Worship Service, September 29 @7:15 pm. 


