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CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, +one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of 
steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. 
C: Amen 
 
P: God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the 
one who is full of compassion. 
Fountain of living water, 
C: pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild 
what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing 
flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and 
restorers of the world you so love. Amen 
 
P: Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace; by the saving love of 
Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are forgiven, and God 
remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. 
C: Amen 
 
OPENING HYMN #380 “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives” st. 1,2,5 

1.) Hallelujah! Jesus lives! He is now the Living One, from the gloomy halls of 
death Christ, the conqueror, has gone, bright for-runner to the skies of his 
people, yet to rise. 

 
2.) Jesus lives! Why do you weep? Why that sad and mournful sigh? Christ 

who dies our brother here lives our brother still on high, lives forever to 
bestow blessings on his church below.                                                                                                                   
 
5.) Hallelujah! Angels sing! Join with us in hymns of praise. Let your 
chorus swell the strain which our feebler voices raise; Glory to our God 
above and on earth his peace and love! 

 
GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the 
grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all 
that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

SCRIPTURE 
FIRST READING: ACTS 4:32-35 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 
common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among 
them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of 
what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any 
had need.          Response: R: Word of God, Word of Life       C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 133 (Responsive Reading) 
R: How good and how pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity! 
C: It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, upon the beard 
of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe. 
R: It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. For there the Lord 
has commanded the blessing: life forevermore. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 JOHN 1:1-2:2 
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have 
seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning 
the word of life— this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and 
declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us— we 
declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with 
us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are 
writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and 
in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we 
are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as 
he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 
his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we 
make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 
world.                                                                                                                           
Response: R: Word of God, Word of Life       C: Thanks be to God 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL READING: JOHN 20:19-31 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 
them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.’ 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to 
them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be 
with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My 
Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 
in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY #367 “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” st. 1,2,3 

1.) Now all the vault of heav’n resounds in praise of love that still abounds; 
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
Repeat their song of glory here; “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

2.) Eternal is the gift he brings, therefore our hearts with rapture sings: “Christ 
has triumphed! He is living!” Now still be comes to give us life and by his 
presence stills all strife, “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 



3.) Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; set heart and will on things above that 
we conquer through your triumph; grant grace sufficient for life’s day that 
by our lives we truly say: “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE INTERCESSION:  P: Hear us, O God    C: Your mercy is great 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
BLESSING 
 
CLOSING HYMN #543 “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” st. 1,2,3 

1.) “Go my children, with my blessing, never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 
In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 
Go, my children with my blessing, you are my own.” 
 

2.) “Go, my children, sin forgiven, at peace and pure. 
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 
Here you heard my dear Son’s story, here you touched him, saw his glory. 
Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure”. 
 

3.) “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 
Here my Spirit’s power filled you, here my tender comfort stilled you. 
Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free”. 

 
DISMISSAL  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
** Mark your calendars for Bethlehem Spring Work Day on Saturday, April 24th  

SAVE THE DATE the Dakota Shred It Truck will be in Luverne on Saturday, May 22nd 
from 9:00 AM -1:00 PM. 

DAKOTA SHRED IT TRUCK will be in Luverne on Saturday, May 22nd from 9:00 AM – 
1:00 PM on the corner of Hwy 75 & Main Street. The Laundry Room, parking lot, 310 W. 
Main Street, Luverne, MN. 


