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APRIL ISSUE 2021         112 N. Main            507-962-3270 
 
First things first.  You and yours are invited to gather for worship at Bethlehem on 
Holy Week.  (And that is not an April Fool’s joke).  I hope to see you Thursday at 
7PM, Good Friday at 7PM and Easter morning at either 7 AM or 10 AM.  Our goal 
at the Easter services is to spread out worshippers between the two, still socially 
distanced, worship opportunities.  It is soon time for the Alleluias of Easter to re-
turn.   

Christ the Lord is risen today; Alleluia!                                                                                    
or                                                                                                                                                                                              
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,                                                                       
wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;                                                                             
love lives again, that with the dead has been;                                                                               
love is come again like wheat arising green.  
 

Second things second.  As I write this article, we continue to pray for discernment 
for the pastor who has received a letter of call from Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
and who is prayerfully considering their gifts for serving with the good people 
here.  April can be a joyful month as we ponder, dream and prepare for the possi-
ble arrival of a new catalyst for fellowship and community at Bethlehem.   
As we continue to pray, remember that a Saturday spring clean-up day is planned 
to spruce up the parsonage lawn on Saturday April 24.  Truly Spring has sprung.  
  
Third things third.  If every interim time includes a beginning, a middle and an 
end…we might well be nearing the last chapter of the novel.  More on that in the 
May Bethlehem Star.  Have a grand month of April 2021!  
 
“Peace be with you, full and free, now and through eternity.”   
Interim Gary  

 

 



March 2021 Council Minutes                                                          
Mission Statement:  Bethlehem Lutheran Church is a body of broken people 
connected through faith in Jesus Christ sent to share God’s love. 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council was called to order in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit by President Dan Ellingson at approximately 7:30 pm on March 10, 2021.   
 
Devotions were the Lenten service with the season’s theme: Hope in God. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented as follows, noting that the positive ending balance was ba-
sically due to the recent Covid Payroll Protection Program payment of $11,785. The report was 
approved subject to audit. 

Income:          February        $ 20,790.68               year to date:  $ 34,305.69 
Expenses:     February        $   8,725.67               year to date:  $ 21,612.31 
Net income                            $ 12,065.01               yearly net       $ 12,693.38   

 

Interim Pastor’s Report: 
 Sunday Tuff Chapel worship services began again on March 7. The Bible study on March 9 

included Holy Communion, and it is anticipated to return to the tradition of Communion on the 
first Sunday of the month, which is being discussed with the Deacons. 

 Thanks to all for the flexibility with the imposition of ashes on Ash Wednesday, and for sharing 
signs of Hope during this Lenten season. We would benefit from a larger AV team, especially 
with the extra Lenten and Holy Week services. 

 Met with the Deacons and established Easter Worship times. 

 Now that the digital sign is up and running, we should discuss who, how, and when it should 
be updated. 

 As BLC moves forward with its upcoming special meeting and possible call to a new pastor, we 
need to think about how that transition affects the interim pastor. 

 There are some parsonage upkeep issues for the Trustees. 

 May 2 there may be a pulpit supply request. 
 

Deacons Report:  
Deacon Minutes...March 10, 2021 
Attending:  Deb Warner, Eric Abels, Jan Solberg, Dan Ellingson, Pastor Gary   
Jan led the devotions. 

 All Lenten services will begin at 7:00 PM, including Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. 

 We will have Holy Communion on Easter Sunday at 7:00 AM and 10:00 AM at Bethle-
hem.  Tuff Chapel will have Holy Communion at 9:00 AM with Eric & Jan assisting. 

 We will continue to have Communion on the first Sunday of each month at Bethlehem and Tuff 
Chapel. 

 Our next deacon meeting will be Apr. 7 at 6:00 PM,   
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Submitted by Jan Solberg, Sec. 
 

Trustees Report:   
March 3, 2021,6:00 pm 
Those Present:  Brad Vaughn, Brenda Beyer, Amy Brandt, Nick Sandager, Brenda Plimpton, 
Derek Spykerboer, Randy Warner and Dan Ellingson. 
Brad opened the meeting in the name of the Father, Son & Holy Spirit.  



   Trustees Report continued                                                     
 Motion by Randy, second by Amy to approve the February Minutes. 

 The Treasurer’s report was reviewed.  We are thankful for Brenda Beyer's work with Security 
Savings Bank to obtain another PPP loan.  The unaudited income and expenses were ap-
proved.  Motion to approve by Brenda, second by Derek. 

 The group discussed the renewal of the Edith Briggs Scholarship Fund CD and the upcoming 
Scholarship Process.  Motion made by Randy to renew the CD and seconded by Nick 

 The Offering Schedule was set. 
The Pastor Compensation, Benefit and Responsibilities Guidelines were reviewed.  In the 

event the Call Committee announces a Pastor Call, the Trustees will prayerfully develop a 
full package. 

Meeting adjourned. 
Submitted by Brenda Plimpton    
        

Education Report:   
 Planning Easter/Fun Day activities 

 Working on VBS 

 Organizing SS supplies 
 

Old Business:   
 A few more volunteers for the AV team to run the Powerpoint and camera would be greatly ap-

preciated!  Learning sessions are available upon request, and basic instruction cards have 
been printed! We will include this need in upcoming church bulletins and in the Star. 

 The Synod Assembly will be virtual (not in person) this year. Deb Warner volunteered to be a 
delegate. 

 As noted in the Treasurer’s Report, we applied for, and received, another payment from the 
Payroll Protection Program. 

 New Pastor Call Update:  biographical information about the selected applicant will be present-
ed at the special congregational meeting on March 21 prior to the vote. 

 

New Business: 
 BLC Scholarships were discussed and will be sent out soon. 

 Updating and maintaining the digital sign was discussed and will be added to the job descrip-
tion of our office administrator/church secretary. 

 A spring “work day” was discussed and set for April 24, with a make-up day of May 1
st
. 

 

Announcements/Correspondence:  
The next council meeting will be May 12 at 7 pm. 
 
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 
                                    
Nancy Sandager, Secretary 
 

 

 



Special Congregational Meeting: March 21, 2021 
 

A special Congregational Meeting of Bethlehem Lutheran Church was held on Sun-
day, March 21, 2021 immediately following the morning worship service, at approxi-
mately 10:40 am for the purpose of voting on the recommendation of the call com-
mittee and the church council to issue a call to a pastor.  
 
President Dan Ellingson called the meeting to order in the name of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit.  Fifty-four (54) members signed the attendance roster. 
 
Tim Plimpton, representing the call committee, presented information about Pastor 
Juanita (Nita) Parker, to whom the committee would like to extend a call. 
Questions and discussion followed the presentation. 
 
President Ellingson thanked the call committee for their time and diligence, and pa-
per ballots were distributed to those present. The ballots were tallied, and the vote 
passed with 54 yes, and zero no responses.  The council president and secretary 
will sign the “Compensation, Benefits, and Responsibilities of a Pastor” and will sub-
mit it to the Synod Office and to Pastor Nita Parker for consideration.  
 
Al Leenderts made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Dean Goettsch. 
 
The special congregational meeting adjourned. 
 
Members of the church council then gathered to discuss VBS with the education 
committee.  It was agreed to move forward with VBS plans, noting that extra atten-
tion will be necessary in VBS communications, providing Covid details and allowing 
for participants with varying levels of comfort dealing with Covid.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Sandager, Secretary 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Attention Senior Class of 2021: 
Remember to submit your applications for Bethlehem &  
Edyth Briggs Scholarships. 
Remember to email your Senior Profile questionnaire  
with a senior picture to bethlehemluth@alliancecom.net  
by May 3rd. If you didn’t receive an applications and are eligible,  
please call the church office @962-3270. 
 
Edyth Briggs Scholarship past recipients may apply,  
but may only receive a total of 4 scholarships from this  
Scholarship Fund over their course of study and only 1 per year. 

 



              MARCH 2021 COUNCIL MINUTES    
 

BLC council Meeting March 3, 2021 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council met on March 3, 2021.  The meeting was 
called to order by President Dan Ellingson in the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit.  Members present included Pres. Ellingson, Brenda Beyer, Nancy 
Sandager, Jan Solberg, Diana Buffington, Eric Abels, Deb Warner, Brenda Plimp-
ton, Nick Sandager, Brad Vaughn, Randy Warner, Derek Spykerboer, Emily Sand-
ager, Becca Spykerboer, Interim Pastor Gary Mikkelson, Call Committee Chairman 
Al Leenderts, and guest Carter Abels. 
 
The Chairman of the Call Committee, Al Leenderts, presented information on the 
candidates and the recommendation of the committee.  Discussion followed.   
A motion was made by Eric Abels, with a second by Jan Solberg to accept the 
recommendation of the Call Committee.  Motion carried.   
 
As per the Constitution of BLC, a special congregational meeting will be called for 
the purpose of voting on the call for a new pastor. This meeting will take place on 
Sunday March 21 immediately following the morning worship service at approxi-
mately 10:30 am.  Notices will be given at Worship the next two Sundays, March 7 
and March 14, and a mailing will be sent to voting members. 
 
Thanks were expressed to the Call Committee for their efforts during the call pro-
cess. The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Nancy Sandager, Secretary 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WE WANT YOU!  -- to serve on our Audio-Visual Team! 
A few more volunteers are needed to run the Power-point and camera system 
(particularly now with the additional Lenten & Holy Week services approach-
ing).  Hands-on training is provided, and written instructions are also posted.  It’s a 
great 2-person job, so couples or friends are welcome to serve together.  Please call 
the church office or talk to Dan Ellingson, Rod Scholten, or Dawn Leenderts if you 
could help in this way. 

 



                            HOLY WEEK & EASTER SCHEDULE 

 Thursday, April 1 - Maundy Thursday 
           1:00 pm. - Tuff Chapel/Communion 
   7:00 pm. - Worship/Communion Bethlehem 
 
 Friday, April 2- Good Friday 
           1:00 pm. - Tuff Chapel 
   7:00 pm. - Worship at Bethlehem 
      
 Sunday, April 4 
 EASTER SUNDAY 
 7:00 am. - Easter Sunrise Service/Communion Bethlehem 
 9:00 am. - Easter Service at Tuff Chapel 
 NO Sunday school 
 10:00 am. - Easter Service with Communion 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Board of Trustees Meeting  
March 3, 2021  6:00 pm 

 
Those Present:  Brad Vaughn, Brenda Beyer, Amy Brandt, Nick Sandager, Brenda 
Plimpton, Derek Spykerboer, Randy Warner and Dan Ellingson. 
  
Brad opened the meeting in the name of the Father, Son & Holy Spirit. 
Motion by Randy, second by Amy to approve the February Minutes. 
  
The Treasures report was reviewed.  We are thankful for Brenda Beyer's work with 
Security Savings Bank to obtain another PPP loan.  The unaudited income and ex-
penses were approved.  Motion to approve by Brenda, second by Derek. 
 
The group discussed the renewal Edith Briggs Scholarship Fund CD and the up-
coming Scholarship Process.  Motion made by Randy to renew the CD and second-
ed by Nick 
  
The Offering Schedule was set. 
 
The Pastor Compensation, Benefit and Responsibilities Guidelines were re-
viewed.  In the event the Call Committee announces a Pastor Call, the Trustees will 
prayerfully develop a full package. 

  
Meeting adjourned.  
Brenda  Plimpton 

 



  BIRTHDAY’S 
    IN APRIL 

1 - Stephanie Page 
 
2 - Bonnie Sundem 
 
4 - Bonnie Leenderts  
     McKenna Westpahl 
     Ann Schneekloth 
 
5 - Sandy Bush  
     Coleen Martens  
     Nancy Sandager 
 
6 - Brystol Teune 
     Emily Sandager 
 
7 - Krista Hoyme 
     Anna Sandager 
 
8 - Derek Spykerboer 
 
10 - Amy Kerkove-Brandt 
      Joanna (Westphal) Stroeh 
      Michaela Abels 
 
11 - Allison LaRock 
 
16 - Brianna Sandager 
 
17 - Hailey Spykerboer 
       Remington Seachris 
        
20 - Mya Erickson 
 
24 - Jarid Hoogendoorn 
 
26 - Maureen Helgeson 
       Casey Westphal 
       
27 -Justin Kerkhove-Brandt 
 
29 - Emmalee Howell 

OPEN HOUSE  
BRIDAL SHOWER for 

Ashley Hoyme bride to be 
Tony Wertish. 10:00 am.  
Saturday, April 10.  
Bethlehem church  
Basement. 
 

Registered: Bed Bath & Beyond & Target, 
    also Running gift cards. 
_______________________________________ 

 
CAMI’S CORNER 

    The Meaning of Easter 

A Sunday school teacher was asking her six-year
-olds about the meaning of Easter. “Children,” 
she said, “Do you know why we celebrate  
Easter?” 
 
A little girl raised her hand. 
“Yes Jenny,” said the teacher. 
Jenny said, “Is Easter when we put on costumes 
and go trick-or-treating?” 
“No, Jenny. That’s Halloween. Does anyone else 
know?” 
 
A little boy yelled, “It’s when we set off fireworks!” 
“No Jimmy, that’s Independence Day. Anybody 
else?” 
 
A shy little girl in the back said, “Easter is when 
Jesus died.” 
The teacher replied, “That’s right, Shauna. And 
what happened to Jesus that makes Easter spe-
cial?” 
“Well, he died and got buried. And every Easter 
he comes out. And if he sees his shadow there’s 
6 more weeks of winter.” 
 

SVEN AND OLE                                                   

Sven and Ole were building a house. Sven was 
holding a board and Ole was sawing it. All of a 
sudden, the saw slipped and cut off one of Sven's 
ears. They both were digging through the saw-
dust to find it, and Ole picked up an ear. Ole 
says, " Is this it? Sven says, "Naw, mine had a 
pencil behind it."  

1 Cross + 3 Nails = 4 given                             
Keeping you posted 

 

 


