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                                2nd SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, +one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of 
steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. 
C: Amen 
P: God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the 
one who is full of compassion. 
Fountain of living water, 
C: pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild 
what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing 
flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and 
restorers of the world you so love. Amen 
P: Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace; by the saving love of 
Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are forgiven, and God 
remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. 
C: Amen 
 
 
OPENING SONG “RESTORE TO ME” 
Hide your face from my sins, and cover my iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Don’t cast away from your presence, don’t take your spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
Restore to m the wonders of your love, 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
Restore to me, Restore to me. 
(Repeat) 
  
 
GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you 
 
 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful 
death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ 
that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
 

SCRIPTURES 
 

FIRST READING: GENESIS 17:1-7, 15-16  
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, ‘I 
am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant 
between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.’ Then Abram fell on his 
face; and God said to him, ‘As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the 
ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name 
shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will 
make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from 
you. I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 
offspring after you. God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her 
Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son 
by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come 
from her.’         Response: R: Word of God, Word of Life       C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 22:23-31  (Responsive reading) 
R: You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory. Stand in awe 
of the Lord, all you off spring of Israel. 
C: For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is 
the Lord’s face hidden from them; but when they cry out, the Lord hears them. 
 
R: From you comes my praise in the great assembly; I will perform my vows in the sight 
of those who fear the Lord. 
C: The poor shall eat and be satisfied. Let those who seek the Lord give praise! 
May your hearts live forever. 
R: All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; all the families of 
nations shall bow before God. 
C: For dominion belongs to the Lord, who rules over the nations. 
 
R: Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; all who go down to the 
dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the Lord. 
C: Their descendants shall serve the Lord, whom they shall proclaim to 
generations to come. 
 
R: They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying to them, “The 
Lord has acted!” 
 



SECOND READING: ROMANS 4:13-25 
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents 
of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law 
brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those 
who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, ‘I have 
made you the father of many nations’)—in the presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not 
exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become ‘the father of many 
nations’, according to what was said, ‘So numerous shall your descendants be.’ He did 
not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as 
dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of 
Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he 
grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was 
able to do what he had promised. Therefore his faith ‘was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.’ Now the words, ‘it was reckoned to him’, were written not for his sake 
alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus 
our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was 
raised for our justification.                                                                                   
Response: R: Word of God, Word of Life       C: Thanks be to God 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.                                                                                             
 
GOSPEL READING: MARK 8:31-38 
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get 
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.’ He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to become 
my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For 
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, 
and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole 
world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who 
are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them 
the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the 
holy angels.’ 
 



SERMON 
 
SONG OF THE DAY “SWEET HOUR OF PRAYER” 

1.) Sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer! 
That calls me from a world of care, 
And bids me at my Father’s throne, 
Make all my wants and wishes known. 
In seasons of distress and grief, my soul has often found relief, 
And oft escaped the tempter’s snare, by thy return, 
Sweet hour of prayer. 
 

2.) Sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer! 
May I thy consolation share, till, from Mount Pisgah’s lofty height, 
I view my home and take my flight. 
This robe of flesh I’ll drop, and rise to seize the everlasting prize, 
And shout, while passing through the air, 
“Farewell, farewell, Sweet hour of prayer. 
 

3.) This robe of flesh I’ll drop, and rise to seize the everlasting prize, 
And shout, while passing through the air, 
“Farewell, farewell, Sweet hour of prayer. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:  P: Hear us O God     C: Your mercy is great 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 
BLESSING 
 
CLOSING SONG “I AM WHO YOU SAY I AM” 

1.) Who am I that the highest King would welcome me, 
I was lost but He brought me in, 
Oh His love for me, Oh His love for me. 

(Chorus) 
Who the Son set free, oh is free indeed, 
I’m a child of God, Yes I am. 
 

2.) Free at last, He has ransomed me, 
His grace runs deep, while I was a slave to sin, 
Jesus died for me, Yes He died for me. 

(Chorus) 
Who the Son set free, oh is free indeed, 
I’m a child of God, Yes I am. 
In my Father’s house, there’s a place for me, 
I’m a child of God, Yes I am. 
 



I am chosen, not forsaken, 
I am who You say I am, 
You are for me, not against me, 
I am who You say I am. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday Night Lent Service @ Bethlehem 
Wednesday, March 3 at 7:00 pm.   
(Trustee Meeting following Lent Service) 
 

 
 

 
YOUTH NEWS 
We welcome all 6th through 12th graders to join Sunday evening youth group. While 
enjoying fun activities, we all hope to grow in our faith. Youth group starts at  
7 and goes until 8:30. Feel free to invite a friend! 
STARTING IN MARCH 
We will be splitting youth group into two groups in March. 
For the month of March we will have 9-12 grade Youth group from 5:30-7:00 pm.  
on Sunday nights and 6-8 grade Youth group will be from 7:00-8:30 pm. on Sunday 
Nights.  
  

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY 
ALL are welcome to join Lenten Bible Study.  
9:15-9:45 am. We will meet Sunday morning’s in the Chapel. 
 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  
American Reformed Church, Luverne-1:30 pm. 


