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CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy 
is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. 
C: Amen 
 
P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
Holy God, 
C: you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess 
that our hearts are burdened by sin – our own sins and the broken systems that 
bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust 
those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to 
consider generations to come. 
Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even before the 
words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. 
Amen 
 
P: How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of Christ Jesus, our sins 
are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. 
In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out 
Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
C: Amen 
 
 
OPENING HYMN #665 “Rise, Shine, You People” (st. 1,2,4) 

1.) Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered our human story; God 
in him is centered. He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, with 
grace unbounded. 

 
2.) See how he sends the pow’rs of evil reeling; he brings us freedom, light 

and life and healing. All men and women, who by guilt are driven, now are 
forgiven. 
 

4. Tell how the Father sent the Son to save us. Tell of the Son, who life and   
     freedom gave us. Tell how the Spirit calls from ev’ry nation God’s new  
     creation. 
 

 



GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. 
Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 

SCRIPTURES 
 

FIRST READING: JONAH 3:1-5, 10                                                                                                     
The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, ‘Get up, go to Nineveh, that 
great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.’ So Jonah set out and went to 
Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, 
a three days’ walk across. Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he 
cried out, ‘Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!’ And the people of 
Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on 
sackcloth. 

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his 
mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do 
it.                                                                                                                                
Response: R: Word of God, Word of Life       C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
PSALM 65:5-12 (Responsive reading) 
R: Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, O 
hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away. 
C: You make firm the mountains by your power; you are girded about with might. 
 
R: You still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the 
peoples. 
C: Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; 
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy. 
 
R: You visit the earth and water it abundantly; the river of God is full of water. You 
prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 
C: You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain you soften 
the ground and bless its increase. 
 
R: You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths over flow with plenty. 
C: May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be clothed 
with joy. 



SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 7:29-31 
I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even 
those who have wives be as though they had none, and those who mourn as though 
they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and 
those who buy as though they had no possessions, and those who deal with the world 
as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing 
away. 
Response: R: Word of God, Word of Life       C: Thanks be to God 
 
 
BAPTISM 
Madelyn Leigh Bass 
Parents: Colton & Stephanie Bass 
Sponsors: Daniel & Ashley Stensland 
Dalton Bass and Samantha McGaffee 
 
 
RENUNCIATION OF EVIL 
(The minister addressed the parents and sponsors of their child.) 
P: I ask you to reject sin, profess your faith in Christ, and confess the faith of the church. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that 
revel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Response: We do 
 
(Minster addresses the assembly) 
P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
Response: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heavens and earth. 
 
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen 
 
(End of Baptism) 
ALL: We welcome you into the body of Christ and the mission we share. Join us 
as we give praise to God and bear God’s creative and redeeming word to all the 
world. 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                              
Alleluia! alleluia, alleluia, alleluia                                                                                   
Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life,                                      
Alleluia! alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 

GOSPEL READING: MARK 1:14-20 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 
and believe in the good news.’ As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw 
Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake—for they were fishermen. And 
Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fish for people.’ And immediately 
they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he 
called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and 
followed him. 
SERMON 
 
 
Hymn #451 “We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus” (st. 1-2) 

1.) We are baptized in Christ Jesus, we are baptized in his death; that as Christ 
is raised victorious, we might live a brand new life. 
And if we have been united in a dreadful death like his, we will all be 
reunited, for he lives. 
 

2.) In the water and the witness, in the breaking of the bread, in the waiting 
arms of Jesus who is risen from the dead. 
God has made a new beginning, glory now resounds again in a song that 
has no ending……Amen 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:  P: let us pray    C: Have mercy, O God. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
BLESSING 
 
CLOSING SONG “I’ll Fly Away” 
Some glad morning when this life is over, I’ll fly away 
To a home on God’s celestial shore, I’ll fly away 
I’ll fly away, oh, Glory, I’ll fly away 
When I die, Hallelujah, by and by, I’ll fly away 
 
Just a few more weary days and then, I’ll fly away 
To a land where joy shall never end, I’ll fly away 
I’ll fly away, oh, Glory, I’ll fly away 
When I die, Hallelujah, by and by, I’ll fly away. 
Yeah, when I die, Hallelujah, by and by, I’ll fly away. 



DISMISSAL 
 
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING  
 
 
YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENT 
Hey, I’m Madison Spath. I have recently accepted the Youth Leader position. Many of 
you may know me, as I have been a life time member at Bethlehem. I am very excited 
for this new adventure and can’t wait to get to know your kids better!  
This Sunday (1/17) we will be kicking off the New Year with a games and snacks.  I 
hope kids will grab a friend and come! 
 
For January, 6-12 grade will gather together from 7-8:30, every Sunday evening.   
During that time we will assess the best plan for moving forward. 
I will be communicating with the kids through the Group Me app. If your kids don’t have 
app, or aren’t in the group chat, let me know I can help them with that this Sunday.  I will 
also communicate events in the bulletin and in the newsletter.    
 
 

 


