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BETHLEHEM   STAR               

JANUARY 2021 Issue                                   
__________________________________________________________ 
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 
January 2021 has arrived.   
For this interim pastor that means that together Bethlehem and your interim are somewhere 
in the middle of the interim.  If every interim has a beginning, a middle and an end, I am 
hopeful that we are well into the middle.   
 
For the newly formed Bethlehem Call Committee, January is the month that they begin put-
ting their heads together with our Synod representative Kathryn Skoglund.  The Call Com-
mittee is responsible for preparing interview questions for the pastor or pastors that will be 
interviewed.  Bethlehem and the community of Hills is a unique context for pastoral minis-
try.   There are strong traditions that you all desire to maintain.  There is also a sense that 
Bethlehem is ready to lean into a new future with expanded outreach to youth and their fam-
ilies.   I am praying for the dynamics beginning to shape the Call Committee’s laughter with 
one another.  I am also praying for the unknown dynamics that will unfold after a new pastor 
and your new part time director of youth join ranks in 2021.   
 
The Epiphany season is a great season for asking God’s Light to direct our steps.  Thank you 
for praying that your Call Committee will receive guidance from the Holy Spirit in their dis-
cernment and decision making.  We also pray for the pastors who will enter the interview 
process.  I once entered the office of a Bishop and looked around at his bookshelves.  High 
up on the bookshelves I noted a gallon container of W-D 40.  It was reminder to me that the 
Holy Spirit can make it a far easier process for someone to loosen a rusted nut from an old 
bolt.  Perhaps our prayers are bit like W-D 40.  Prayer makes the process more efficient as a 
pastor is given insight for leaving one ministry context and entering another.   
 
Thank you for your faithful prayers as Bethlehem enters the new year 2021.  
Interim Gary 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Installation of Call Committee will be on Sunday, January 10th.                         
We celebrate the formation of the 
Bethlehem Call Committee……                              

Bandon Boeve                                      
Ellen Fick                                                     
Al Leenderts                                      
Dawn Sandager                                        
Jil Vaughn                                            
Alternate Shirley Sandager   



December 2020 Council Minutes      
Mission Statement:  Bethlehem Lutheran church is a body of broken people connected 
through faith in Jesus Christ sent to share God’s love. 
 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council was called to order in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit by President Al Leenderts at 7 pm on December 9, 2020.  Attendance:  Al 
Leenderts, Dan Ellingson, Nancy Sandager, Deb Warner, Diana Buffington, Brianna Leuthold, 
Becca Spykerboer, Dave Leenderts, Nick Sandager, Interim Pastor Gary Mikkelson. 

Pastor Mikkelson led devotions based on 1 Thessalonians; “Pray without ceasing”; and if 
our interpretation changes when applying Greek plurality to the verse: “We pray without 
ceasing”.  

The Secretary’s Report from November was presented as printed in the Bethlehem Star.  
The Treasurer’s Report was presented as follows, noting that although we were negative for 

the month we are still positive for the year thanks to covid payments.  Motion by Dave L, 
second by Diana B to accept the Treasurer’s report subject to audit.  Motion carried.  

Income:  November $  9,848.91   year to date: $ 118,829.50 
Expenses:   November $11,279.33   year to date: $ 114,133.77 
Net income or (loss)  $ (1,430.42)  yearly net $    4,695.73   

 
Pastor’s Report: 

Learning the technology to be able to lead remotely in case of inclement weather or other 
issues that don’t allow in-person attendance. 

 
Deacons Report:  
December 2, 2020 
Attending:  Diana Buffington, Deb Warner, Eric Abels, Jan Solberg, JuStine Heintzman, Pastor 
Gary   
The meeting opened with Deb leading us in devotions.  Thank you, Deb.  Diana opened the 
meeting.  

We will have Holy Communion on Confirmation Sunday.  Each parishioner who will com-
mune will pick up the wine and wafer at the door and keep it with him/her until after the 
Words of Institution by Pastor and the invitation to eat and drink.  The cup will be dis-
posed of when he/she leaves the nave.   

The Sunday school program will be Dec. 20 in the dining hall following a short worship ser-
vice. 

We discussed the Epiphany Blessing.  The deacons will be available to help anyone who 
wants help either writing with the chalk or putting a sign over their door.  Jan will call Eli 
and see about possibilities at the Tuff Home and The Village. 

The Christmas Eve services will include singing “Silent Night” outside by the creche with 
candles....weather permitting.   

Our next deacon meeting will be Jan. 13 at 6:00. We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Submitted by Jan Solberg, Sec. 
 
Trustees Report:   

Approved the bills and mission contributions for the month 
Planning landscaping for around the new sign (volunteered by Nick & Mike Sandager). 
Would still like more volunteers to run the new camera and PowerPoint.   
The budget meeting will be Jan 6 at the Plimptons. 
Thankful for Brad Vaughn, Randy Warner, and Derek Spykerboer who have agreed to be 

nominated to serve as Trustees in the new year. 
An accounting of the Thompson Trust funds is being prepared. 
 

 

 
 
 

 



Education Report:   
The Sunday School Christmas Program will be Dec 20, downstairs following a shortened 

Sunday service.  There are 14 students participating. 
Would REALLY appreciate ANY feedback from families regarding having Sunday School 

after the children’s sermon and what they anticipate their plans for attendance to be in 
the new year.  We understand that with Covid, plans can change rapidly, but would real-
ly like some feedback to help with planning. 

 
Old Business:   

Thanks to those who have learned how to run the new camera system and PowerPoint and 
aid in our broadcasting ministry.  A few more volunteers would be greatly appreciated!  
Learning sessions are available upon request, and basic instruction cards have been 
printed for anyone who can help in this way! 

Our new Youth Director, Justine Heintzman, is planning to begin in January. 
 

New Business: 
Motion was made by Deb W, second by Dave L for the following people to comprise the Call 

Committee: Brandon Boeve, Ellen Fick, Al Leenderts, Tim Plimpton, Dawn Sandager, Jill 
Vaughn, and Alternate Shirley Sandager.  Motion carried. 

 
Pastor Katherine from our Synod joined us remotely via Zoom to explain the next steps in 

calling a new pastor now that our call committee has been established.  There are three 
basic ways that candidates’ names come forward:  when they fill out paperwork listing 
southwest MN as an option, when they self-identify and contact the synod about possi-
ble openings, and when a member of our congregation notifies the synod of someone 
they feel would be a good fit.  She emphasized that members should always make sug-
gestions to the synod and not contact any potential pastors themselves. Our synod office 
will also contact other synods.  We must remember that the process is very confidential 
and call committee members are not to share information with others to protect the pri-
vacy of the candidates. She also reminded us that it may take time to find a candidate 
that is a good fit, and even once a candidate is chosen, we should plan on another 3-6 
months before they may arrive.  Her final advice was:  Pray, Pray, Pray, and Keep an 
Open Mind. 

 
Announcements/Correspondence:  

A thank-you from Deb Warner was read. 
The next council meeting will be January 13 at 7 pm. 
Our Annual Meeting will be January 24, 2021 (with a snow date of Jan 31). 

 
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.                                     
Nancy Sandager, Secretary 
________________________________________ 
 

 
BETHLEHEM ANNUAL MEETING  
SUNDAY, JANUARY 24th  
FOLLOWING WORSHIP SERVICE 

 
 



POINSETTIAS GIVEN IN HONOR & MEMORY OF LOVED ONES 
 
 
Phyllis “Pat” Bentson by Sandy & Tom Bush & family  
 
Ron Rentschler  
by Lori, Ryan, Rochelle, Audrey & Rex Rentschler &  
Trey, Jody, Owen & Ella Van Wyhe. 
 
Bob & Pauline Schneekloth  
by Ann Schneekloth & Dan Kern, Sue, Rob, Alyssa & Abby Christensen 
 
Edwin Aanenson & Lois Leenderts by Al & Bonnie Leenderts & family. 
 
Gerrit & Helena Dykstra & Arnie Warner by Larry & Glenda Warner and family. 
 
Bud & Ione Bush & loved ones by Bush families 
 
Lois Leenderts, Viola Peterson & JoLynn Wolf 
by David and Dawn Leenderts and family 
 
Sharon Boeve, Dorothy, Lyle & Leo Bos by Boeve & Leuthold families  
 
Ed & Ruth Kruse & Sheldon & Ellie Sandager  
by Gene & Shirley Sandager & family 
 
George & Henrietta Wassenaar & Robert (Bob) Wassenaar 
by Sam & Glenda McGaffee 
 
Sharon Boeve & Lois Hoyme by Eric & Wanda Hoyme & family  
 
Duane Nelson by LaRock & Nelson families 
 
Memory of Loved Ones by Eldon & Karen Soehl 
 
Ann Erickson by Dennis Erickson & families  
 
Loved Ones by Allan & Judy Top & family 
 
Wendell Helland – Beloved grandparents  
by Randy & Deb Warner 
 
Janice Ward & David Ward by Wayne Ward & family 
 
In Thankfulness of McCormick & Plimpton loved ones. 
       
Victor & Fran Sandager by Mark & Karen Sandager & family 
 
 

 



 JANUARY BIRTHDAY’S 
 

02– Lois Nelson  
       Brianna Leuthold 
  

05– Kelly Sandager 

 
06– Gary Helgeson  
       Katie (McGaffee) Hanson 
 
09 - Adrienna Boltjes 
       Shirley Johnson 
 
12– Adam Huisman 

  

13-  Madison Spath 
       Charles Jess 
       Karin Gaugler 
 
14– Tim Buss 
       Nash Ellingson 
         
15 - Trevor Paulsen 
 
19– Ryan Rentschler 
 
21 - Briar Hoogendoorn 
 
24– Howard Hoyme 
 

25– Roger Olson 

 

26– Mark Top 
       Wendy Buss 
       Jim Brandt 
       Brad Vaughn 

 

27 - Mark Rossow 
  
29 - Maleeka Rozeboom 
       Alex Brandt 
       Madison Gaugler 
 
31– Dustin Seachris 

CAMI’S CORNER 

Remember to submit your REPORT for 
Congregational Annual Meeting  
(deadline for reports Jan. 18) 
Sunday, Jan. 24th Annual Meeting 
 
Christmas was a little different for the Bush’s 
because of Covid. We did have a great time 
with the ones that attended. My brothers and 
sisters received a booklet make up of all the 
articles our mom wrote for the paper. 
Thank you sister Barbara! 
LIFE IN THE VILLAGE 
As I am reading them (119 pages) . My Mom 
was a great writer and kept up with the resi-
dence at The Village. I want to share a little 
humor that she wrote. I must get that from 
her!!  
An elderly gent was invited to 
his friend’s home for dinner 
one evening. He was im-
pressed by the way his buddy preceded eve-
ry request to his wife with endearing terms-- 
Calling her “honey”, “darling”, “sweetheart”, 
“pumpkin”, etc. The couple had been mar-
ried almost 70 years and they were still very 
clearly in love. While the wife was off in the 
kitchen, the man leaned over and said to his 
buddy, “I think it’s wonderful that, after all the 
years you’ve been married, you still call your 
wife those loving pet names. The old man 
hung his head, “I have to tell you the truth”, 
he said…”After all these year’s, I have  
forgotten her name!” 
 

HAPPY 2021 NEW YEAR! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keeping you posted 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday school Christmas Program                       Shining Star - Hailey Spykerboer 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM - SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20th 
“A Charlie Brown Christmas” 

Sunday school resumes on Sunday, January 10th, 10:00 am. 
8th-9th Grade Confirmation Classes - Sunday, Jan 10 & 17. 6:00 pm. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Confirmation Sunday was held at Bethlehem on December 6, 2020 
 
CONFIRMATION CLASS 2020:  
Pictured above:  
Skyler Astin Steensma 
Aiden Taylor Kerkhove-Brandt 
Carter Ray Abels 
Alex Randall Harris 
Pastor Gary Mikkelson 

 


