
Sunday, December 6, 2020 Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
                                    Pastor Gary Mikkelson 

 

2nd  SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Music – Glenda McGaffee 

Livestream – Rod Scholten 

Lay Reader – Dan Ellingson 
 
 
 

P: We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our days of 
preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, 
kindle within us the fire of your Spirit that we may be light shining in the 
darkness. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may welcome others as 
you have welcomed us. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming 
is certain and whose day draws near. Amen 
 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us 
and calls us beloved. 
C: AMEN 
 
P: Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 
Loving and forgiving God, 
C: we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we have 
gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our 
neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. Restore us, O God. 
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. AMEN 
 
P: People of God, hear this glad news; by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, 
and you are free – free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable 
realm of God. May you be strengthened in God’s love, comforted by Christ’s peace, and 
accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
C: AMEN 
 
 
OPENING HYMN #627 “O Day Full of Grace” (st. 1,4,5) 

1. O day full of grace that now we see appearing on earth’ horizon, bring 
light from our God that we may be abundant in joy this season. God, 
shine for us now in this dark place; your name on our hearts emblazon. 

 

 



4. God came to us then at Pentecost, the Spirit new life revealing, that we might 
no more in death be lost, its pow’r over us dispelling. This flame will the mark of 
sin efface and bring to us, all true healing. 
 
5. When we on that final journey go that Christ is for us preparing, we’ll gather in 
song, our hearts a glow, all joy of the heavens sharing, and there we will join 
God’s endless praise, with angels and saints adoring. 
 
GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and 
forever. Amen 
 

SCRIPTURES 
 

FIRST READING – JEREMIAH 31:31-34 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with 
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will 
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 
‘Know the LORD’, for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says 
the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
R: Word of God, Word of life.        C: Thanks be to God 
 
 
SECOND READING: 1 TIMOTHY 6:11-12, 17-19 
But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
endurance, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to 
which you were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of 
many witnesses. 

As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set 
their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with 
everything for our enjoyment. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, 
and ready to share, thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for 
the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.                                   
R: Word of God, Word of life             C: Thanks be to God 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Alleluia! alleluia, alleluia, alleluia   
Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life 
Alleluia! alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 
 
GOSPEL READING: JOHN 8:31-36 
Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, ‘If you continue in my word, you 
are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free.’ They answered him, ‘We are descendants of Abraham and have never been 
slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, “You will be made free”?’ 

Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 
sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place 
there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

 
 
 
SERMON 

 
 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 2020 
Carter Ray Abels – Parents Eric & Melisa Abels 
Sponsors – Scott Abels & Jackie Kuchta 
 
Aiden Taylor Kerkhove-Brandt – Parents Mike & Amy Kerkhove-Brandt 
Sponsors – Heather & Dale Steensma, Carla & Ken Sinclair 
 
Alex Randall Harris – Parents Scott & Heather Harris 
Sponsors – Justin & Mirista Bushman & Jody & Randy Jackovi 
 
Skyler Astin Steensma – Parents Dale & Heather Steensma 
Sponsors – Amy Kerkhove-Brandt, Jared Brandt & Jay Steensma 
 
 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM  
PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES 
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these young people, one with us in 
the body of Christ, who are making public affirmation of their baptism.  
Carter Ray Abels  Aiden Taylor Kerkhove Brandt     
Alex Randall Harris  Skyler Astin Steensma 
 
 
 
 

 



Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we thank you for these young people, whom you have made your own by water 
and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of 
your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and 
promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask 
this in the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you all to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead.        
 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 
AFFIRMATION 
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God 
made with you in Holy Baptism to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and 
share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus and to strive for justice and peace in all the 
earth? 
Each person responds:  
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
People of God, do you promise to support these young people and pray for them in their life in 
Christ? 
R: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
Let us pray, 
We give you thanks, O God that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, 
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.  Amen 
 



** The parents and sponsors of each person may come forward to lay hands as a sign of 
the support of the assembly. 
P: Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake stir up in (name) the gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm his 
faith, guide his life, empower him in his serving, give him patience in suffering, and bring him to 
everlasting life.  Confirmand: Amen 
 
P: Let us rejoice with these young people in Christ. 
C: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we give thanks and praise to God 
and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
 

 
HYMN #685 “Take My Life that I May Be”  (st. 1,4,6) 

1. Take my life, that I may be consecrated Lord, to thee; take my moments 
and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise. 
 

4. Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold; take my intellect, and 
use ev’ry pow’r as thou shalt choose. 
 
6. Take my love; my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store; take myself, and I 
will be ever, only, all for thee. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:  P: Wait with us. Watch with us.  
                                                  C: Hear our prayer 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. AMEN 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
DISTRIBUTION 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
                                                        
 
BLESSING 
 
 
SENDING HYMN #732 “Borning Cry” (st. 1,2,3,4) 

1.) I was there to hear your borning cry. I’ll be there when you are old. I 
rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold. 
I was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well; in the 
blaze of light you wandered off to find where demons dwell. 



 
2.) When you heard the wonder of the Word I was there to cheer you on; you 

were raised to praise the living Lord, to whom you now belong.  
If you find someone to share your time and you join your hearts as one, I’ll 
be there to make your verses rhyme from dusk till rising sun. 
 

3.) In the middle ages of your life, not too old, no longer young, I’ll be there to 
guide you through the night, complete what I’ve begun.  
When the evening gently closes in and you shut your weary eyes, I’ll be 
there as I have always been, with just one more surprise. 
 

4.) I was there to hear your borning cry. I’ll be there when you are old. I 
rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold. 

 
DISMISSAL 
 
 
 
 
 

           DECEMBER CHRISTMAS SERVICE SCHEDULE 
Sunday, December 20th –  
10:00 am. Worship 
10:30 am. Sunday school Christmas Program 
 
Thursday, December 24th – 
10:00 am. – Christmas Eve Service at Tuff Chapel 
10:30 am. – Village Christmas Eve Service 
 
Thurs., Dec. 24th Bethlehem Christmas Eve Services  
3:00 pm. & 5:00 pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING OF HOMES 
    Epiphany marks the occasion of a Christian tradition of "Chalking the doors." It is a 
practice where we dedicate our year to God asking His blessing on our homes and on 
all who live, work, or visit us there. The tradition is to take any color chalk and write the 
following above your main entrance to your home: 20+C+M+B+21. The letters have two 
meanings: they represent the Magi-Caspar, Malchior and Balthazar who came to visit 
Jesus in His first home. They also abbreviate the Latin phrase, "Christus Mansionem 
benediat"-"May Christ bless the house." The +signs represent the cross and the 20 at 
the beginning and end mark the year. 
    For Epiphany, this year the deacons will be putting together home blessing kits for 
you to take and bless you own home. We are asking for a free will donation for the kits 
which will be used for ministry. If you are interested or have questions, please contact 
Diana Buffington at 962-3778 or 920-2506.  
 
POINSETTIAS 
If you would like to share a poinsettia for  
the Christmas Season in memory of a  
loved one, please contact the church office  
@962-3270. Deadline Dec. 18. 
  

 
Southwestern Youth Services, Magnolia, MN 
Southwestern Youth Services reaches into our  
community for help in bringing our young boys a  
Christmas like most have never experienced – one with 
gifts and Christmas spirit. Because of current health  
crisis we can no longer host an Angel Tree in our building.  
Please check out bulletin board (in narthex) with a list of 
items needed and where you can drop off your gift. 
Thank you for your help and support during the Holidays! 
 
 
End of Year Gifts 
According to the IRS, we must receive your monetary gifts by midnight on Dec. 31st, to 
be counted on your 2020 report. All monetary gifts, checks, and cash received after this 
date will be recorded as gifts given in 2021. 
 
ATTENTION SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDENTS 
Christmas practice will be December 6-13-20 at 9:30 am. 
Saturday, December 19 – Sunday school dress rehearsal 11:00 am. – 2:30 pm. 
(Lunch will be provided on rehearsal day) 
 
 

 

 


