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FROM THE PASTOR 
Advent 2020 is going to be a strange one as compared to previous Advents.  Advent One 
arrived on November 29..  If you are just now reading this with the arrival of the Decem-
ber newsletter, you may have missed “Advent’s advent.”      All the more reason to be 
ready for what lies before us.   
Advent II on December 6th will include the day of Confirmation for four youth of Beth-
lehem.  We will ask the Holy Spirit to shower each of these youth with an extra dose of 
God’s grace that morning.  Advent III may actually be a normal Advent Sunday.  Advent 
IV on December 20th will include an abbreviated 10 AM service in the Sanctuary.  Then, 
all those who gather will be invited down to the fellowship hall stage area for the Sunday 
School Christmas Program.  There, a few of the carols of Christmas will collide with the 
last remnants of Advent hymns like Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah, Prepare the 
Royal Highway, or O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.  Hopefully, the songs of a Charlie 
Brown’s Christmas sung by children that morning will usher in the true Joy that fully ar-
rives with the birth of the Christ-child.   
 
During a previous Advent, I found this quote in Sundays and Seasons:                                                         
Our God wants to be our Savior not only when we’re feeling good about the world, 
but also when we’re feeling most afraid.                                                                        
Now Advent 2020 has arrived.  I agree with Dennis Tucker who writes:                                   
In Advent, we confess the world remains undone;                                                                       
the world remains a place that leaves people drinking tears by the bowlful                       
and in need of the Advent of God.   
 
Fear not.  Advent 2020 will move on.  On Christmas Eve December 24 we invite you to 
worship at either the 3:00 pm or 5:00 pm service.  Our goal is to be cautious and spread 
our worship numbers out over two services.  As these words are written we are still try-
ing to decide how to conclude a candlelight worship time singing Silent Night but with-
out the tradition of lighting candles.  Stay tuned for more about that upcoming decision.  
Whether we have wax on our fingers, or not, the significance remains.  Jesus Christ is the 
Light of the World.  Advent may include earthly shadows for a season, but Christmas 
shines forth with Christ’s eternal love and heavenly light.   
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. John 1:5 
  



   November 2020 Council Minutes      
Mission Statement:  Bethlehem Lutheran church is a body of broken people connected 
through faith in Jesus Christ sent to share God’s love. 
 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council was called to order in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit by President Al Leenderts at 7 pm on November 11, 2020.  Attendance:  Al 
Leenderts, Dan Ellingson, Nancy Sandager, Brenda Beyer, Jan Solberg, Deb Warner, Diana 
Buffington, Erik Abels, Becca Spykerboer, Emily Sandager, Interim Pastor Gary Mikkelson. 

Pastor Mikkelson led devotions based on Psalm 90: “Let the favor of the Lord our God be 
upon us, and establish the work of our hands upon us; yes, establish the work of our 
hands!”  Many hands have been working in our church and we offer thanks for all of 
them.  

The Secretary’s Report from September was presented as printed in the Bethlehem Star.  
The Treasurer’s Report was presented as follows. Thanks were expressed for the contin-

ued giving during these uncertain times of Covid.  Motion by Erik A, second by Deb 
Warner to accept the Treasurer’s report subject to audit.  Motion carried.  

Income:  October $ 15,124.68   year to date: $ 108,980.59 
Expenses:   October $ 12,088.24   year to date: $ 102,854.44 
Net income   $   3,036.44  yearly net $    6,126.15   

 
Pastor’s Report: 
Pastoral issues: 

Confirmation Sunday is re-scheduled for Dec 6, 2020. 
Invited back to Tuff Home for Tuesday Bible Study; waiting for invite to Village. 
Thanksgiving Eve service planned for Nov 25. 
Learning session for new camera will be led by Rodney Scholten Sunday Nov 15 following 

worship for any interested.  It would be best to have 2 people each Sunday until we be-
come more familiar with the process of PowerPoint, recording, uploading, and sending 
to cable. 

Interim issues: 
The committee preparing the Ministry Site Profile has it ready for council approval. 
After the Ministry Site Profile is approved, the Council is responsible for calling for gifted 

volunteers who are ready to serve on the Bethlehem Call Committee. The BLC constitu-
tion calls for a committee of 6. 

The 2021 budget should include some travel and hospitality costs for interview(s) of pro-
spective candidates. 

The synod website is a wonderful resource for call committee members. 
This is the time for prayers for discernment.  2021 is soon upon us. 

 
Deacons Report:  November 11, 2020 
Attending:  Diana Buffington, Deb Warner, Eric Abels, Jan Solberg, Lori Rentschler, Pastor 
Gary   
The meeting opened with Lori leading us in devotions.  Thank you, Lori. 
Devotions Schedule:  Dec.- open  

Deacon letters/posts to the congregation that have all of our names should be seen by the 
deacons before being sent out.   

The quilts will be put out and blessed on Nov. 22.  Jan will contact the seniors, so they may 
pick one out, if they want. 

Confirmation will be celebrated on Dec. 6 with communion.  All will be encouraged to wear 
masks.  

 



The in-house Thanksgiving Eve service will be recorded and shown on Facebook and the 
public access TV on Nov. 25.  The deacons and anyone who volunteers will decorate 
for Christmas after the worship service following MN health rules.  (We hope to return to 
the “Hanging of the Greens” during a worship service next year.) 

We will have an Advent wreath that will be lit as in the past.  The stable will be brought in 
for the first Sunday in Advent, Nov. 29. 

There will be two services on Christmas Eve.  One at 3:00 PM and one at 5:00 PM.  The 
5:00 service will be live-streamed on Facebook and the public access TV channel. 

We are asking the members of our Bethlehem family to contact a deacon or Cami and let 
us know if you want an Epiphany kit for blessing your home.   

Our next meeting will be at 7:30 PM on Dec.2. 
Pastor Gary will soon be experimenting with preaching remotely and recording his sermon, 

so that when we have a snowstorm, and call off church, we can still have worship. 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  Jan Solberg, Sec. 
 
Trustees Report:   

The new sign has been installed.  Next steps are to get the brick “base” done and to learn 
more about the programming of the sign. 

The new camera has been installed and the better technology has been greatly appreciat-
ed by those worshipping remotely!  Many thanks to Rodney Scholten for his help and 
willingness to train more people on how to run it. (Training session Nov 15 following 
worship.) 

Had good candidates and conducted interviews for Youth Leader position. Decided JuStine 
Heintzman is the best fit at this time for the part time position.  Hoping she can meet 
with the current volunteers to learn what & how they have been doing things recently 
and to aid in transition. 

Getting an estimate on tuckpointing for next summer.  That needs to be done before fixing 
the water stains on the walls. 

Received a memorial gift from the Carole M. Lyng estate.   
 
Education Report:   

With all the Covid changes that have been happening, we are asking families about their 
desires and plans for participation in Sunday School AND regarding a Christmas Pro-
gram this year.  We would really like honest feedback to help us plan. 

Discussed ideas on how a Christmas program might be done differently this year and a 
tentative date (possibly Dec 20.) 

Youth Group has been continuing with volunteers and we are hoping that we can have the 
new Youth Leader/JuStine visit, observe, and get acquainted in the next month.  

 
Old Business:   

Youth Leader:  Interviews were conducted and JuStine Heintzman has accepted the part-
time position of Youth Leader.  We give thanks to all those who have volunteered the 
past couple years. Those volunteers will help to transition JuStine into the position. A 
motion was made by Deb W, second by Eric A to approve the recommendations of the 
Trustees to hire JuStine Heintzman as a Part-time Youth Leader.  Motion Carried. 

Camera/Technology/Broadcasting:  The new camera is working and many thanks to Rod 
Scholten and others for all their work on its integration into our services. (Reminder: Alli-
ance TV broadcast is on-demand.)   

Covid 19:  We continue to track the State, MN Dept Health, and CDC guidelines. 
Digital Sign:  Has been installed; we still need to learn the technology to change the mes-

sage and need to finalize the brick around the base.  Thanks to everyone who helped 
on the sign project. 



 
New Business: 

We need more people to run the new camera system and aid in our broadcasting ministry.  
Rod Scholten will lead a learning session Nov 15 following worship, and possibly more 
sessions for others who would be willing to help in this way. 

The Ministry Site Profile assembled by the committee was presented.  Motion by Eric A, sec-
ond by Diana B, to accept the profile as presented and approve its submission to the syn-
od.  Motion carried. 

Received a request for a wedding by Mark & Marie Opheim’s daughter for Dec 19.  The re-
quest has been approved following the guidelines set forth in our wedding booklet, with 
stipulations that Christmas decorations are not to be moved, and that Minnesota’s Covid 
guidelines are followed.  

A small working committee of council members will be formed to meet and make contacts to 
establish our Call Committee.   

 
Announcements/Correspondence:  

A thank-you from Sandy Bush for thinking of her during her mother’s passing was received. 
Our Synod will be calling a new Bishop as current Bishop Jon Anderson is ending his term in 

2021. 
Thanks to those volunteers who helped with the mowing and yard work during warmer 

months.  Now we are into snow removal season and thank Randy Beyer and Mike & Nick 
Sandager for that. 

The next council meeting will be December 9 at 7 pm. 
Our Annual Meeting will be January 24, 2021 (with a snow date of Jan 31). 

 
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.                                     
Nancy Sandager, Secretary 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

BLESSING OF HOMES 
    Epiphany marks the occasion of a Christian tradition of "Chalking the doors." It is a practice 
where we dedicate our year to God asking His blessing on our homes and on all who live, work, 
or visit us there. The tradition is to take any color chalk and write the following above your main 
entrance to your home: 20+C+M+B+21. The letters have two meanings: they represent the Ma-
gi-Caspar, Malchior and Balthazar who came to visit Jesus in His first home. They also abbrevi-
ate the Latin phrase, "Christus Mansionem benediat"-"May Christ bless the house." The +signs 
represent the cross and the 20 at the beginning and end mark the year. 
    For Epiphany, this year the deacons will be putting together home blessing kits for you to take 
and bless you own home. We are asking for a free will donation for the kits which will be used 
for ministry. If you are interested or have questions, please contact  
Diana Buffington at 962-3778 or 920-2506. _________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS  
FROM THE 
STAFF,COUNCIL  & 
BOARD MEMBERS OF  
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN 



BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ANNUAL MEETING 

Reports are due in the office for  
Annual Meeting in January.  

Bethlehem Annual Meeting - Sunday, Jan. 24 
(following Sunday Service) 

(snow date: January 31) 

——— ——— 
DECEMBER is Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

FOOD SHELF MONTH 
Bring your food item  for a hungry family. Do-
nated groceries will be delivered to Rock 
County Food Shelf. Drop of your donation of 
groceries under the trees in sanctuary. 
Canned meats; canned vegetables; canned fruit; 
Paper goods; Others such as Honey, peanut but-
ter, salad dressings, spaghetti sauce, pancake 
mix, sugar and flour; ready to serve things as 
macaroni & cheese, spaghetti's, soups, juices, 
crackers & cake mixes and paper goods.      
Thank You! 
Any questions contact  
Becca Spykerboer @507-920-5748  
R.C. Food Shelf Rep. for Bethlehem 
_______________________________________ 

SANFORD LUVERNE HOSPICE  
2020 TREE OF LIGHTS 

Remember your loved ones this holiday season 
with a light on one of the area Tree of Lights. 
Names must be received by  
December 7th and donation forms are available in 
the narthex at Bethlehem if you need a form. 
Trees will be lit in Luverne & Adrian, however,  
NO public  lighting ceremonies. 
Names will be printed in The Announcer. 
Your donation of $5.00 per name will  
benefit Hospice care for those in our area. 
—————————————————————— 

OUR SYMPATHY 
Darrell Brown passed away on Monday, Nov. 
2nd at Sanford USD Medical Center, Sioux Falls, 
SD. Graveside service was held on Sat., Nov. 7th 
. 
Terry Metzler passed away on Tuesday, Nov. 
3rd at Avera Hospital, Sioux Falls, SD. (Terry is  
Becca Spykerboer’s step father). 

Remember these families in your prayers. 

CAMI’S CORNER 
Merry Christmas from Cami’s Corner! 

Schedule for Christmas Services 
10:00 am. - Tuff Chapel 
10:30 am. - Tuff Village 
 
Bethlehem Christmas Services 
3:00 pm. - Christmas Service 
5:00 pm. - Christmas Eve Service 

 

 
 Friday,  
 December 25 
     Merry Christmas 
 

Keeping you posted 

 



HAPPPY 
BIRTHDAY 

 
1 - Haven     
   Kerkhove-Brandt 
 
2–  Ron Solberg  
   Sam McGaffee 
 
3–   Rylee Brandt  
  
4– Joshua Kueter 
      Molly Hoogendoorn 
   
5– Brad Haak 
     Ashlee Kelderman  
 
7– Hadley Spath  
     Ruthie Opheim 
 
8 - Amara Johnson 
         
9–  Madison Brandt  
      Rex Rentschler 
          
10– Ty Bundesen 
       Wanda Hoyme 
 
11– Nicholas Sandager 
 
16 - Douglas Heintzman 
 
17 - Destiny Brandenburg 
       Alyson Olson 
 
22– Maggie Hecht 
 
23– Alissa Hoyme 
 
25 - Happy Birthday Jesus 
 
26– Kim No Heart 
 
27 - Maci Ellingson 
 
28–  Dalton Bass       
       Anna Hoogendoorn 
 
29– Heather Schoneman 
 
30 - Dennis Olson     

POINSETTIA’S 
 If you would like to bring in a   
poinsettia for the Christmas  
Season in  memory of a loved 
one, please contact the church  
office  @962-3270.  
Deadline Dec. 20. 
———————————————————————- 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

Sunday,  
December 20

th
  

10:00 am.  
Service in Sanctuary. 
Then, all those who 
gather will be invited  
downstairs for the 
Sunday school  
program. Theme: 
“Charlie Brown’s Christmas”. 
 
NO Sunday school  Dec. 27th  & Jan. 3rd 
_________________________________________ 

 

NEW ARRIVAL 
Jarid & Anna Hoogendoorn  
are proud parents of a baby boy  
Merritt Mark Hoogendoorn 
 
Born: Tuesday, November 10th 
Weighs: 9lbs. 8 ozs. 
Length: 21.5” 
 

Merritt joins three sisters: Alli, Molly & Briar 
Grandparents: 
Randy & Brenda Beyer 
Douglas Heintzman & Dawne Bridwell 
——————————————————————————— 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 

A group of members are needed to learn the new 
camera system as well as the power point.   The 
services will now be aired in the "on demand" sec-
tion of Alliance. Contact Rod or church office if you 
are interested. 

 



Bethlehem Lutheran Church      
112 N. Main  Hills, MN 
 
E-mail: bethlehemluth@alliancecom.net 
Website: blchills.org  
Interim Pastor Gary Mikkelson  
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