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———————————————————————————————————- 
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 
As I begin to write this article, the words of Philippians 2:4-5 are in my head.                 
“Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of oth-
ers.  Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” 
When we discussed Paul’s words from Philippians at a Bible Study at Tuff Vil-
lage recently, a gentleman reflected back upon his life.  He described a time 
when a neighbor was unable to complete some fieldwork.  This farmer had made 
the time to complete the fieldwork for his neighbor.  For a short moment in time 
at least, he set aside his own interests and prioritized the interests of others.  I 
appreciated his personal story.   
 
Together, we made a connection that God was smiling as this child of God took 
seriously the Apostle Paul’s words.  If I have it right, God participates in the ac-
tions of love being extended to others.  And where such actions unfold, smiles 
are often near at hand.  Verse 13 goes on “For it is God who is at work in us, 
enabling us both to will and to work for God’s good pleasure.”  
 
I am grateful for this opportunity to be your interim pastor.  Although I am often 
found wearing a mask, please know that I am smiling behind that cloth mask.   
There are some 24 congregations in the synod who are also in the call process.    
Some, like Bethlehem Hills, are in the self study phase of their interim.  A few 
have completed their Ministry Site Profile which means pastors can read the 
online profile and discern how the pastor’s talents might complement the congre-
gation’s needs.  Loren Mead has written that this is a time “for setting our com-
pass” for the story ahead of the congregation.  In Bethlehem’s case this setting 
of the compass also means determining how our relationship with the Tuff Home 
and Village will evolve.   
 
Should we be able to complete the Congregational Profile by mid November our 
next step will be seeking faithful folk to form a call committee.  But that is data for 
a future newsletter.  Until then, let the same mind be in you all that was, is and 
always will be in Christ Jesus our Living Lord.   
 
Interim Pastor Gary Mikkelson 
 



 

          SEPTEMBER 2020 COUNCIL MINUTES    
   

Mission Statement:  Bethlehem Lutheran church is a body of broken people connected 
through faith in Jesus Christ sent to share God’s love. 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council was called to order by President Al Leenderts at 7 pm on 
September 9, 2020.  Attendance:  Al Leenderts, Nancy Sandager, Brenda Beyer, Jan Solberg, 
Dave Leenderts, Nick Sandager, Deb Warner, Lucas Sandager, Interim Pastor Gary Mikkel-
son. 

Pastor Mikkelson led devotions based on John 15 – “As the Father has loved me, so have 
I loved you”. Reflections were shared on loving others and loving one’s self. 

The Secretary’s Report from July was presented as printed in the Bethlehem Star with one 
correction—the motion allowing Pastor Jason Martens to preside at the wedding in 
September should be for Dustin (not Justin) Hanson.  

The Treasurer’s Report was presented.  It was noted that without the roughly $11,000 in 
“Covid payments” we have received, we would have a negative balance.  

Income: August   $   8,198.85  year to date: $ 87,094.56 
Expenses:  August   $   8.522.44  year to date: $ 80,853.48 
Net income (negative for August) $  -   323.59  yearly net $   6,241.08 

 
PASTOR’S REPORT: 

Pastoral Acts:  Baptism July 26: Kymber Marie Paulson; Wedding Aug 22: Ann Husfeldt & 
Lucas Sandager 

Tuff Memorial Home and Village:  Bible Study Tuesday afternoons for 2 groups at the 
Home and 1 group at the Village; Communion distribution 2

nd
 Monday each month;  

      Stipend BLC receives from Tuff is being decreased to half of previous amount as we 
do not see BLC pastor leading Sunday worship in near future. 

Upcoming Schedule:  Generally, in office Sun-Wed through end of October.  Sunday= wor-
ship, Bible study prep, 8 & 9 gr, Confirmation; Mon= office/weekly prep; Tues=office & 
afternoon Tuff Bible studies; Wed = office &10

th
 gr Confirmation; Thurs= Pastor’s Sab-

bath; Fri= work from home; Sat= pm travel back to BLC.  Anticipating vacation approxi-
mately Oct 12-15. 

Education Under Construction: Working with Education Committee to plan a safe learning 
model. To begin the year children will accompany family to worship through the Chil-
dren’s message and then be dismissed for Sunday School. 

Site Profile Development: this is the first step in preparing for a new pastor – still trying to 
get a committee established to work on the site profile for BLC.  After that is complete, 
we will organize for a call committee. 

Technology for worshipping options:  Trustees are working on video camera; Alliance TV 
will be broadcasting, and service will continue to be placed on the Facebook site for 
those without access to Alliance. 

 
DEACON’S REPORT   submitted by Jan Solberg 
Sept meeting:  Attending:  Deb Warner, Eric Abels, Jan Solberg, JuStine Heintzman, Lori 
Rentschler, Pastor Gary. 
The meeting opened with Jan leading us in devotions.  Thank you, Jan.Devotions Schedule:  
October- Deb, Nov- Diana, Dec- open (Lori, JuStine) 

We discussed having communion during worship: when during the service to include chil-
dren, how often.  We will reevaluate after SS has commenced and see how that is 
working.  

Tuff Chapel services will remain a concern.  Pastor Gary is providing his services where 
possible. We will celebrate Confirmation on Sunday, Oct. 25.  (continued) 

 



 

We recommend that we continue to pay for licensure for non-public domain songs and 
hymns. 

We will continue our outreach with calls and cards.  They seem to be well received. 
Our next meeting will be at 6:00 on Oct. 7. 
 
TRUSTEE REPORT: 

Youth Director position is being advertised locally until Oct. 
Applied for Frank Boon grant to help with video camera and technology needed to share 

worship services electronically due to Covid. 
Tuff Home will be ½ of previous stipend since BLC Pastor is not personally leading Sunday 

worship due to Covid. 
Special congregational meeting is being held Sunday Sept 13 to vote on the construction 

of a new digital sign for BLC. 
Services are being broadcast on Alliance TV Tuesdays at 7 pm.  It is also available on Alli-

ance -On Demand under Church services to watch at other times during the week. 
We are doing a church clean-up day this Sat, Sept 12, but due to Covid not asking for help. 

 
EDUCATION REPORT: 

Rally Sunday Sept 13 with Blessing of Backpacks, Welcome to 2 new Sunday School 
members, Bible presentation to 2 youth, and blessing of teachers, and Goodies provid-
ed after the service (outside – weather permitting.) 

New schedule will be for youth to attend worship with their families, and after the Children’s 
message they will be dismissed to go downstairs for Sunday School. 

 
OLD BUSINESS:  

Youth leader position is being advertised locally until Oct. 
Alliance TV broadcast has begun Tuesdays at 7 pm, and on-demand.  Trustees continue 

to work on technology needs to improve our process and ability to share our services. 
Covid 19:  discussed restrictions, requests, and processes in place.  
Digital Sign:  Congregational vote is Sunday Sept 13 immediately following worship. Mo-

tion by Jan Solberg, second by Deb Warner to conduct a special congregational meet-
ing (previously postponed due to covid) on Sept 13 for the purpose of voting on the pro-
posal of the Trustees for a new digital sign using funds from contributions, the Paul 
Thompson trust, and other funds as needed.  Motion passed. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

Trustees Committee needs up to FOUR new members for next year!  Please consider if 
you could help in this way! 

Motion by Jan Solberg, second by Dave Leenderts to continue worship services at 10 am 
until further notice.  Motion passed. 

We will try placing printed Bulletins on back pew for those who want to pick them up. 
Discussion on the Fall Festival – for now, it will be postponed due to Covid.  It may be can-

celled or changed to be held at a different time of year.   
 
ANNOUCEMENTS/CORRESPONDENCE: 

Drive-up Communion is Sunday Sept 13 from 4-6 pm.  Please call Cami at the office from 
8-10 am to pre-register. 

Fellowship goodies will be provided outside following the service and special meeting on 
Sunday Sept 13. 

The next full Council Meeting is November 11 at 7 pm. 
The Fall Festival is postponed for now. 

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.                            Nancy Sandager, Secretary 



 

WREATHS FOR SALE 
Bethlehem/Flowerfield Cemetery 
Board is selling Christmas Wreaths 
for both cemeteries or your front door. 
Orders can be made by calling Wanda 
Hoyme @507-962-3464.  
Cost is $40.00. 
Last day to place an order is October 
30. 
This is a fundraiser to help pay for  
Cemetery maintenance. 
———————————————- 
Colton & Stephanie 
Bass are proud new 
parents of a baby 
girl! 
Madelyn Leigh Bass 
Born on Saturday, 
August 29, 2020, 
weighs 8lbs. 12 ozs.  

Congratulations! 
____________________________ 
 
CONGRATS!! 
Katie McGaffee   
Dustin Hanson 
were united in  
marriage at  
Bethlehem on 
Saturday, Sept. 
26th. 
Officiating the  
Ceremony, Pastor Jason Martens. 
——————————————— 
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 25 - 10:00 service. 
Confirmation Class 
Skyler Steensma 
Carter Abels 
Alex Harris   
Taylor Husiman 
Aiden Kerkhove-Brandt 
** Wed., Oct. 21  
10th grade confirmation 
Practice & Pictures 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
Rally Sunday was held on Sunday,  

September 13th. 
Recognizing those entering Sunday 
school were:  
Boyd Leuthold & Hailey Spykerboer 
 
2nd Graders received Bibles: 
Zoey Huisman & Molly Hoogendoorn 
 
Back Pack Blessing 
 
Sunday school will be during worship 
services. 10:00 am. 
Classes: PreK-2nd, 3rd-6th, 7th-9th 
 
If you have any questions, concerns, or 
would like to volunteer to help with  
Sunday school, please contact  
Board of Education: 
Brianna Leuthold, Emily Sandager, 
Rebecca Spykerboer, Madison Spath, 
Anna Hoogendoorn & Melissa Seachris. 
—————————————————— 
OUR SYMPATHY 
Sympathy to Tom & Sandy Bush on the 
passing of Sandy’s mom Pat Bentson,. 
Pat passed away at the Tuff Home on 
Thursday, September 17th. 
Prayers to the family! 
————————–—————————— 
CONGRATULATIONS! 
     It’s a girl!!! 
Everly Marilyn Nelson 
Born, Sunday, Sept. 20 
7lbs.-11 oz. 
Parents: 
Amanda King & Jake Nelson 
—————————————————— 
Services are being broadcast on  
Alliance TV on Tuesdays at 7:00 pm. 
Also available on Alliance-On Demand un-
der church services to watch at other 
times during the week. 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
01– Courtney Page 
 
02-  Audrey Rentschler 
 
03– Melissa Seachris 
                              
04-  Dawn Sandager 
       Andrew Harris 
 
05-  Jack Paulsen 
       Mike Rogness 
         
10-  Braden Ellingson 
     
12– Kyle Kueter 
       Talon Steensma        
         
14-  Mark Nelson       
       Brittany (Sandager) Steensma 
          
19 - Greg Larson        
          
22 - Dean Goettsch         
 
23 - Talia Seachris          
 
24 - Grant Hoogendoorn 
 
26– Stuart Plimpton 
       Lee Westphal 
 
27 - Staci Bundesen   
       Rochelle Rentschler 

 
28– Alan Leenderts 
       Jake Nelson   
 
29– Heather Steensma 
 
30 - Sharon Rossow 
 
31 - Dan Fick 

Cami’s Corner                                            

October already!!! Hope everyone’s school 
year is going well. I still need a few college  
addresses.                                                
  
REMEMBERING ……………. 
A couple in their nineties are both having prob-
lems remember things 
They decided to go for a checkup. The doctor 
tells them that they’re physically okay, but they 
might want to start writing things down to help 
them remember. 
Later that night while watching TV, the old man 
gets up from his chair. 
His wife asks, “Where are you going?” 
“To the kitchen,” he replies. 
“Will you get me a bowl of ice cream?” 
“Sure” 
“Don’t you think you should write it down so you 
can remember it?” she askes. 
“No, I can remember it.” 
“Well, I’d like some strawberries on top, too. 
You’d better write it down, because you know 
you’ll forget it.” 
He says, “I can remember that! You want a bowl 
of ice cream with strawberries.” 
“I’d also like whipped cream. I’m certain you’ll for-
get that, so you’d better write it down?” she re-
torts. 
Irritated, he says, “I don’t need to write it down, I 
can remember it! Leave me alone! Ice cream with 
strawberries and whipped cream…..I got it, for 
goodness sake!” Then he grumbles into the kitch-
en. 
After about 20 minutes the old man returns from 
the kitchen and hands his wife a plate of bacon 
and eggs. 
She stares at the plate for a moment an 
says……”Where’s the toast?” 

 
                                          

COVID-19 - Holy Humor                      
           Keeping you posted 
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