
Sunday, September 20, 2020 Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
                                    Pastor Gary Mikkelson 

 
Lay Reader: Dan LaRock 

Music: Glenda McGaffee 

Power-Point: Rod Scholten 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all 
of creation. 
C: AMEN 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Faithful God, 
C: Have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
AMEN 
 
P: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and 
resurrection, Christ has made us his own. 
Hear the truth that God proclaims;  
Your sins are forgiven in the name of +Jesus Christ. 
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. 
 
 
OPENING HYMN #408 “Come, Thou Almighty King” (vs. 1,2,3) 

1.) Come, thou almighty King, help us thy name to sing; help us to praise; 
Father all glorious, o’er all victorious, come and reign over us, Ancient of 
Days. 
 

2.) Come, thou incarnate Word, merciful, mighty Lord; our prayer attend. 
Come and thy people bless, and give thy word success, and let thy 
righteousness on us descend. 
 

3.) Come, holy Comforter, thy sacred witness bear in this glad hour! 
Thou who almighty art, rule now in ev’ry heart, never from us depart, Spirit 
of pow’r. 

 
 



GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual loving kindness to us your 
servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful 
judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. AMEN 
 
 

THE READINGS 
 

FIRST READING: JONAH 3:10 – 4:11 
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his 
mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do 
it. 

But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the 
Lord and said, ‘O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is 
why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and 
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from 
punishing. And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die 
than to live.’ And the Lord said, ‘Is it right for you to be angry?’ Then Jonah went out of 
the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under 
it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 

The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over 
his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But 
when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so 
that it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat 
down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, ‘It 
is better for me to die than to live.’ 

But God said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?’ And he said, 
‘Yes, angry enough to die.’ Then the Lord said, ‘You are concerned about the bush, for 
which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and 
perished in a night. And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in 
which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who do not know 
their right hand from their left, and also many animals? 

R: Word of God, Word of life.        C: Thanks be to God 
 
 



PSALM 145:1-8 
R: I will exalt you, my God and king, and bless your name forever and ever.  
C: Every day will I bless you and praise your name forever and ever. 
 
R: Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised! There is no end to your greatness. 
C: One generation shall praise your works to another and shall declare your 
power. 
 
R: I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty and all your marvelous works. 
C: They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, and I will recount your 
greatness. 
 
R: They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; they shall sing joyfully 
of your righteousness. 
C: The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. 
 
 
SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 1:21-30 

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 
labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my 
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is 
more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly 
in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come 
and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in 
one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no 
way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of 
your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege 
not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well— since you are having the 
same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

R: Word of God, Word of life             C: Thanks be to God 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Alleluia!”  

Alleluia! Lord and Savior; open now your saving word.                                          
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.                     
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 



GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 20:1-16 
‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 
laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he 
sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others 
standing idle in the market-place; and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, 
and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out again about noon 
and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found 
others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all 
day?” They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go 
into the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, 
“Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 
first.” When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily 
wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of 
them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled 
against the landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he 
replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for 
the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the 
same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? 
Or are you envious because I am generous?” So the last will be first, and the first will be 
last.’ 
 
SERMON 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY #705 “God of Grace and God of Glory” (vs. 1&2) 

1.) God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your pow’r; crown 
your ancient church’s story; bring its bud to glorious flow’r. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the facing of this hour, for the 
facing of this hour. 
 

2.) Lo! The hosts of evil round us scorn the Christ, assail his ways! From the 
fears that long have bound us free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the living of these days, for the 
living of these days. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:  P: Lord, in your mercy      C: Hear our prayer 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. AMEN 



OFFERING 
Your continued financial support to the mission and ministry of the church is 
important during this time. Offering baskets are placed at the entrance of the 
sanctuary. 
 
 
BLESSING 
 
SENDING HYMN #536 “God Be with You Till We Meet Again”  

1.) God be with you till we meet again; by good counsels guide, uphold you, 
with a shepherd’s care enfold you; God be with you till we meet again. 
Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet; till we meet, till we 
meet, God be with you till we meet again. 
 

2.) God be with you till we meet again; holy wings securely hide you, daily 
manna still provide you; God be with you till we meet again, 
Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet; till we meet, till we 
meet, God be with you till we meet again. 
 

3.) God be with you till we meet again; when life’s perils thick confound you, 
put unfailing arms around you; God be with you till we meet again. 
Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet; till we meet, till we 
meet, God be with you till we meet again. 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFIRMATION CLASS 
8-9th  Grade Confirmation students will meet TONIGHT, Sunday Sept. 20th  
6:00-7:30 pm. 
 

POSITION AT BETHLEHEM: 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Hills, MN is seeking a part-time Youth Pastor/Director 
to accompany, encourage, and engage youth on their faith journey through a wide 
range of education and youth programs.  This position will provide primary leadership in 
developing appropriate and effective programs for children, youth and their 
families.  This position will be responsible for planning, coordinating, and implementing 
all youth-related classes, activities, events, and groups throughout the calendar 
year.  Those interested who have a passion for youth and a strong Christian faith are 
invited to submit a resume to: 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church   Attn: Church Council   112 N. Main Ave.   
Hills, MN 56138 
 
CHRISTMAS WREATHS FOR SALE 
Bethlehem/Flowerfield Cemetery Board is selling Christmas Wreaths for both 
cemeteries and your front door.  
Orders can be made by calling Wanda Hoyme  
@507-962-3464. 
Last day to place an order is October 31.  
Cost is $40.00 
This is a fundraiser to help pay for cemetery 
maintenance. 
Wanda Hoyme 
Bethlehem-Flowerfield Cemetery Board 
Secretary/Treasurer/Sexton 
 
Saturday, September 26th 
Wedding of Katie McGaffee & Dustin Hanson 
 
Our Sympathy 
Sympathy to Tom & Sandy Bush on the passing of Sandy’s mom Pat Benson. 
Pat passed away at the Tuff Home on Thursday, September 17th. 
Prayers to the family! 

 


